
February 14, 2022 

Thomas Nanninga 

VIA EMAIL –    

Re:  FOIA Requests received   2/8/2022 All communications between board members and school 
administrators from 2/3/2022 and 2/7/2022  related to anything to do with the decision to implement the 
safety plan which continued to enforce mandatory  masks on all school property and any 
communications as to the decision to cancel the board meeting that was scheduled for 2/7/22 and 
reschedule it to 2/10/22. 

Dear Mr. Nanninga: 

This letter will serve as Oswego Community Unit School District 308’s response to your February 8, 2022 
request under the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.), in which you asked for the above 
referenced information.  Attached is our response to your request.   

To promote district transparency and assist others who may have a similar question, this responsive document 
will be posted online on the district’s website. To access it, go to www.sd308.org  and select Our District > 
Freedom of Information Act Request > FOIA Request Responses>FOIA Requests Responses -2022>then 
select FOIA ID #22-12. 

Please let me know if you have additional questions. Thank you. 

John Petzke 
John Petzke, CFO 
Freedom of Information Officer 
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education,
and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership
team has
not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to address your
questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the
TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change
in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district.
If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of
its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and
agenda of the rescheduled meeting within
OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school
buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board
members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf
of
the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in the
school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the
meeting may be adjourned
and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I
trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety
Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings
on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through the
Blackboard service, please
unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080

SUBJECT: Community message

FROM: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>


TO: boe@sd308.org

DATE: 02/07/2022 17:41



February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of 
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our 
leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to 
address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal 
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to 
stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of 
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board 
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first 
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one 
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the 
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said 
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board 
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice 
and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the 
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come 
into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement, 
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting 
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their 
homes. 
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In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and 
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf 
of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in 
the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, 
the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. 
I trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the 
Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

Sincerely,
Dr. Donna Marino
Board of Education President
Oswego Community Unit School District 308
4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543
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> 
> On February 4, 2022 Sangamon County Circuit Judge Raylene Grischow entered a temporary restraining
order (TRO) prohibiting the defendant school districts from (i) requiring students and teachers to wear masks,
absent a lawful order of quarantine issued in conformance with the IDPH Act; (ii) excluding students and
teachers based on an alleged close contact unless due process is afforded and IDPH procedures are followed;
and (iii) requiring weekly COVID-19 testing for unvaccinated employees without first providing due process
of law.  
> 
> Beginning Monday, February 7th, our district will comply with this order and will temporarily pause
enforcement of the Covid related mandates listed above.  Facemasks will be strongly encouraged but not
required for staff and students.   
> 
> It is anticipated the Governor, the Illinois Department of Public Health, and the Illinois State Board of
Education (the State Defendants), will immediately appeal the Judge’s order to the appellate court seeking to
reverse the TRO. In fact, the State Defendants have already requested Judge Grischow to stay the enforcement
of the TRO until the appellate court rules on the matter. It is the intention of Bond CUSD #2 to comply with
the TRO until otherwise directed by the trial or appellate court.  If the legal situation changes, the Board of
Education considers next steps or changes in procedures on an as needed basis. 
> 
> Our Board of Education has advocated all along for local control, and this ruling validates that sentiment.  As
you know, a TRO was previously entered against Bond County CUSD No. 2 to prohibit the District from
mandating masks. Because the mask mandate and other mandates were imposed on our District by the
Governor, IDPH and ISBE, we appealed the TRO to the 5th District Court of Appeals.  The Appellate Court
vacated the TRO because the Governor, IDPH and ISBE were not named in the lawsuit.  As a direct result of
our appeal, a lawsuit was refiled naming 146 school districts, along with the Governor, IDPH and ISBE, which
case was transferred to Sangamon County.  It has been our position all along that the Governor, IDPH and
ISBE have the legal obligation to defend their mandates.  They were given that opportunity in the Sangamon
County case and lost.
> 
> As a district, our goal throughout this pandemic has been to provide support to students and families while
maximizing in-person learning.  We will continue to provide layered mitigation strategies in our schools to
help stop the spread of infectious diseases including: distancing to the greatest extent possible, encouraging
good hand hygiene, and cleaning/disinfecting on a frequent basis.  
> 
> It is also important to note that our district is committed to fostering a positive and safe learning environment
free from bullying or harassment.  Specifically, whether a family/student, or faculty/staff member chooses to
wear a mask or not should be an individual choice and respected as such.  
> 
> We also want to reiterate the importance of keeping students at home who are ill or are exhibiting symptoms
of COVID-19.  
> 
> Thanks for your understanding, respect, patience, and support as our district makes these changes and strives
to meet the needs of our students in an ever changing environment.
> 
> Professionally, 
> 
> Dr. Wes Olson
> 
> Superintendent- Bond County CUSD #2
> 
>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:48, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>> 
>> ﻿Here’s more. I think the BOE may want to rethink your position. Seems like you are out of step with how
other school districts are responding to the TRO. Seems you have the wrong legal team. 
>> 
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>> “ From Morris HS:
>> 
>> Dear MCHS Families,
>> 
>> As of Monday, February 7, Morris Community High School will pause enforcement of COVID mandates
related to masking, quarantine/exclusion, and testing while we await clarity from the appellate court on Judge
Grischow's Temporary Restraining Order issued on Friday.  A stay or appellate court ruling could require us to
immediately revert back to enforcement of the mandates.
>> 
>> We still recommend, but will not require, mask wearing in our buildings until further notice.  We still need
people to stay home when they are sick and to be respectful of others.
>> 
>> Masks are still required on school buses and school transportation pursuant to Federal guidelines, which are
not impacted by State rulings.
>> 
>> I will keep you informed of any changes, and I thank you for being patient and understanding as we
continue to deal with these challenging issues.
>> 
>> Sincerely,
>> Craig R. Ortiz, Ed.D.
>> Superintendent
>> Morris Community High School District 101”
>> 
>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:43, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>> 
>>> ﻿Wow…another. 
>>> 
>>> “ Mt. Zion, 
>>> 
>>> We have received the judge’s decision in the lawsuit against Illinois, IDPH, ISBE, and well over 100
school districts, including Mt. Zion CUSD #3.  Details surrounding this case could change in the days and
weeks ahead.  Therefore, during these difficult times, we ask that everyone be respectful of the choices of
others, and feel comfortable with your choices moving forward.  I have attached the Temporary Restraining
Order (TRO) and included page numbers throughout for your reference.  Judge Grischow wrote in the order: 
under the guise of an emergency, the emergency rules required schools to mask, test, and isolate without
legislative authority (p. 6).  The state argued the governor has unlimited authority to do whatever is necessary,
but the court found that far-reaching (p. 9).
>>> 
>>> We will follow the highlighted language below at least until the appellate court issues a decision by
February 17th.  
>>> Masks will revert back to our district’s original plan before the executive order.  Masks are recommended
in school, but no students will be suspended, or disciplined by the Mt. Zion School District.  
>>> Masks are still currently required by everyone on the school bus under a federal requirement.   
>>> No employee or persons in the school building will receive any consequences related to masking.
>>> Quarantines will be recommended for close contacts, but no close contacts will be suspended, or
disciplined in any way for not isolating.  
>>> Positive cases will still be expected to stay home for five days, or until symptoms improve.
>>> Judge Grischow wrote that statutory rights have attempted to be bypassed through the issuance of
Executive Orders and Emergency Rules.  She even goes so far as to call delegating implementation authority to
school districts without Legislature “an abuse of power” (p. 13).  In the order, the judge notes on several
occasions the governor had several other legal options to provide safety through a legal process but failed to
utilize those methods. 
>>> 
>>> “It is clear IDPH/ISBE attempted to force local school districts to comply with the guidance...  This type
of evil is exactly what the law was intended to constrain” (p. 16).  Under no circumstances can guidance be
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issued which violates a statute (p. 16). 
>>> 
>>> The joint guidance issued by ISBE and IDPH made clear that the local health departments had final
determinations in these matters (p. 25).  Unfortunately, our county health department incorrectly told our
school district and our parents they had no appeal rights.  We repeatedly informed the county health department
this was not correct, but too little changed.  The judge repeatedly confirms in the TRO the plaintiffs have due
process rights.  Yet, “the Governor, IDPH, and ISBE all attempted to remove the judiciary from oversight in
matters related to all forms of ‘quarantine’ through the issuance of the Executive Orders”…(p. 25).  
>>> 
>>> “...this court has declared IDPH and ISBE's Emergency Rules void.” (p. 28).  “The court finds the policies
of each school district will have to be addressed on a case-by-case basis, be subject to school district’s policies
that were presented to the school board…” (p. 17).  Any “non-named plaintiffs and school districts throughout
this State may govern themselves accordingly” (p. 28).  
>>> 
>>> A decision on the governor’s appeal is expected by February 17th. Any and all of these guidelines can
change after the appellate court decision, just as they did after this court decision.  I will provide additional
communication about the judges ruling at that time.
>>> 
>>> Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work through these changes.  Our administrators,
faculty, and staff have been working hard for our students throughout the last two years, and the next few
weeks will be no different.”
>>> 
>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:37, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>> 
>>>> ﻿And another…
>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:00, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>> 
>>>>> ﻿They keep on coming. 
>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 16:55, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>> 
>>>>>> ﻿You are quickly becoming the minority. 
>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 16:48, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> ﻿In case you were wondering here is another school district that decided to follow the law. In your
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letter you stated that you are following board policy. The SD308 board of education DOES NOT have the legal
authority to order the quarantine of students, staff, visitors, or anyone. And yes masking is a form of
quarantine. The judge in this case made that clear. The ONLY authority that can issue a quarantine order is the
county health department and ONLY for 48 hours without due process and a court order. 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> I would urge you to think for a second about how emotionally charged the last two years of
draconian useless mitigation policies have been. Have some empathy for the students, staff, and parents that
have dutifully followed your rules even though with every passing day these same rules are being found to be
pointless and having zero impact on the reduction of COVID. The only thing they have served is to increase
your inflated view of your worth and power over your fellow citizens. 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> Everyone one of you should resign immediately.
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> John McElyea 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> “Dear Jersey CUSD #100 families and staff,
>>>>>>> As you may be aware, there is a lawsuit pending in Sangamon County involving numerous plaintiffs
suing many districts across the state, including Jersey Community Unit School District No. 100. The lawsuit
challenges various aspects of the State’s Covid-19 requirements for schools, including mask requirements and
the exclusion of close contacts.
>>>>>>> Arguments on a temporary restraining order (TRO) concluded in both cases and the judge released
her decision at 5 pm on Friday, February 4, 2022. There has been some confusion and inaccurate reporting over
the weekend. I thank our families and staff for their patience as we conferred with our legal team and other
regional districts determining how to discern, communicate and implement the findings of this decision.
>>>>>>> This is a temporary restraining order, which is by its very definition “temporary”, and is not a final
disposition of the issues. A TRO temporarily enjoins the actions of the parties, but it is not a permanent
injunction and is not necessarily a reflection of the final merits of the case. Please take note to recognize that
this is a temporary status at this stage in litigation.
>>>>>>> Jersey Community Unit School District No. 100 has been and remains committed to being open for
in-person learning after the initial outbreak and we have remained open for in-person learning throughout the
pandemic to better serve our students and families. The district has followed changing CDC recommendations
since the beginning of the pandemic. The recommended mitigations include universal indoor masking by all
students, staff, teachers, and visitors to our school, regardless of vaccination status. In addition to universal
indoor masking, we maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within classrooms to reduce
transmission risk.
>>>>>>> Screening testing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and
getting tested, contact tracing in combination with quarantine and isolation, and cleaning and disinfection are
also important layers of prevention we have instituted to keep our school safe and open over the last three
years.
>>>>>>> In compliance with the court’s order, beginning tomorrow, the use of universal masking is highly
recommended for all staff and students but is not required within the building.
>>>>>>> An appeal was expected by either side after the decision was released. The Attorney General is
appealing this decision at the appellate court level on Monday. A decision by the appellate court will be made
within ten days after the judge’s decision. A stay could be granted which would extend the Governor’s
Mandates until a decision by the appellate court. The appellate court could uphold or reverse this court’s
decision. Whatever the ultimate outcome, as always, Jersey Community Unit School District No. 100 will
follow the law.
>>>>>>> If you are a parent or guardian of Jersey CUSD #100 and you are concerned with health issues in
your home or concerned with your student attending school with the Sangamon County Circuit Court Judge
Grischow’s ruling, please contact your student’s principal for possible remote options.
>>>>>>> Finally, the last couple of years have been rough, to say the least. Jersey CUSD#100 is proud that we
have been able to navigate through the peaks of the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our schools open and in
person. We have and will continue to offer extra learning opportunities to all the families that have been
affected by COVID-19. We are proud of all of our employees who have sacrificed extra time and effort for our
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students during this global pandemic.
>>>>>>> Thank you for all that you are doing to help us help your students!”
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:42, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> ﻿Wow it takes a lot of nerve to make a decision to be in contempt of court. Here’s another district
that didn’t think it was worth dealing with a bunch of lawsuits from angry parents and being found in
contempt. 
>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:39, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> ﻿Another…
>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:39, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> ﻿They keep rolling in. Looks like you are in the minority. 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:38, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another?  Is SD308 the only district that has decided to defy the court?
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
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>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:37, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here’s another. What makes you think that you don’t have to comply but all these other
districts do.  I suppose you need better legal counsel. 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> A message from WILMINGTON CMTY UNIT SD 209-U
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> ATTENTION WILMINGTON STUDENTS, FAMILIES AND STAFF - 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> In following up to yesterday’s message regarding the recent ruling of Judge Grischow in the
Circuit Court for the Seventh Judicial Circuit in Sangamon County, we wanted to share additional information
about the immediate, specific implications for the students and staff of the Wilmington School District. In
summary, this court’s decision approved a temporary restraining order (TRO) related to an ongoing lawsuit
which was challenging the state's COVID-19 safety mitigation measures for Illinois schools.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> On the evening of Friday, February 4, 2022, this court decision was issued that will have a
significant, immediate impact on the Wilmington School District. The court held that the Governor and state
agencies such as the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Illinois State Board of Education
(ISBE) do not have the authority to mandate masks at school, exclude students for COVID-related reasons, or
require COVID-19 vaccinations or testing of school personnel. The court held that only the state legislature has
the authority to mandate COVID-19 prevention strategies in schools.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> It is our understanding that the Governor, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH),
and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) have already submitted an appeal to this court’s decision,
while also formally requesting a stay in the order until an Appellate Court ruling is made.  We have been
informed that the Appellate proceedings will likely be completed in approximately 2 weeks, with the resulting
decision either confirming or overturning Judge Grischow’s ruling.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> After consulting with our legal firm and coordinating with other neighboring districts, the
Board of Education and Administration of the Wilmington School District have decided to comply with this
TRO until otherwise directed by the trial or appellate court. While in accordance with CDC recommendations
the school district will continue to recommend and encourage indoor mask wearing for all students and staff, it
will not be required or enforced beginning on Monday, February 7, 2022.  Again - as a result of this court
decision, effective immediately, face masks will be optional at all Wilmington Schools and all school-related
events for both staff and students.  But please remember that an opposing decision by the Appellate Court
could potentially reverse this adjustment in the weeks ahead.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Also in accordance with the court ruling, the automatically mandated 5-day school exclusions
for exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, testing positive, or having ‘close contact’ status will cease. As was our
school district’s practice prior to the pandemic and the Governor’s Executive Orders, we will exclude students
from school for illness only at the discretion of our District Nurse or other Administrator. If your child is ill,
please keep them at home until they are healthy. As was our school district’s practice prior to the pandemic,
students must be fever-free for a period of 24-hours, with no vomiting or diarrhea without medication, before
they can return to school. Students who are absent for 3 consecutive days may also be required to provide a
doctor’s note when returning to school. However, please recognize that the CDC still recommends a 5-day
quarantine for anyone who tests positive for COVID, followed by 5 additional days of mask wearing, in order
to help keep others healthy and prevent the spread of COVID. The parents of any students who test positive for
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COVID should communicate with their building principal and our district nurse to determine the appropriate
return to school plan. 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> As we continue studying and learning more about any other potential implications of this
recent ruling from Judge Grischow, we will be communicating with students, staff, and families as soon as
possible. We will also strive to keep everyone well-informed as we hear of any further decisions which may
come from the anticipated upcoming Appellate Court proceedings. This entire pandemic and the resulting State
and Federal mandates have caused strong emotions, high levels of stress & anxiety and unfortunately
sometimes anger to run high.  The school district appreciates the varying opinions and emotions elicited by this
issue.  As we have done from the beginning, our school district remains committed to following relevant State
and Federal mandates as we have never exceeded any of the COVID mitigation requirements.  Now that the
court has ruled on this issue, the school district will once again immediately follow the resulting new
requirements. The situation will remain in flux for some time; at least until the appellate court issues its ruling
at which time, the school district will again reassess our current requirements.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Throughout the past two years, our Wilmington students, staff and parents have all worked
together to effectively stay in school where we belong, while also committing to help keep one another safe
during this pandemic.  Please take note that at this time it is still recommended for all students and staff to wear
face masks indoors, whenever possible.  There may also be times when transmission is strongly suspected
within individual classrooms, sports teams, etc; when additional safety measures are determined to be the best
course of action for the safety and well-being of everyone involved. As always, the safety and well-being of
our students and staff will continue to serve as the primary focus of our Board of Education and
Administration.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> We are all very anxious for a return to ‘normal’ in all aspects of life.  Hopefully this next
adjustment is a move in the right direction.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> In Wildcat Pride,
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Matt Swick
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Superintendent of Schools
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Wilmington School District
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 09:11, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another…yet we still haven’t heard from SD308. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 21:15, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Another
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 21:02, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here’s another for you 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 21:01, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another…
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 20:57, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿I will keep sending these as I come across them until SD308 does the right thing and
returns to a mask optional policy. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Here’s another school district in Illinois making the right decision to follow the law. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 20:47, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here’s another. How many more before we see SD308 do the same?  You need to do
the right thing here.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 18:10, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another…. When will we see the same from SD308??
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 16:29, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here is another. When will we see a communication from SD308?
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 16:24, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Seems other school districts in the state are correctly following the judge’s order.
I implore SD308 to do the same if you do not want to see another lawsuit filed. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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> John McElyea
> 
> February 6th, 2022
> 
> Dear Bond CUSD #2 Parents, Families, and Community members: 
> 
> On February 4, 2022 Sangamon County Circuit Judge Raylene Grischow entered a temporary restraining
order (TRO) prohibiting the defendant school districts from (i) requiring students and teachers to wear masks,
absent a lawful order of quarantine issued in
conformance with the IDPH Act; (ii) excluding students and
teachers based on an alleged close contact unless due process is afforded and IDPH procedures are followed;
and (iii) requiring weekly COVID-19 testing for unvaccinated employees without first providing
due process
of law.  
> 
> Beginning Monday, February 7th, our district will comply with this order and will temporarily pause
enforcement of the Covid related mandates listed above.  Facemasks will be strongly encouraged but not
required for staff and students.   
> 
> It is anticipated the Governor, the Illinois Department of Public Health, and the Illinois State Board of
Education (the State Defendants), will immediately appeal the Judge’s order to the appellate court seeking to
reverse the TRO. In fact, the State Defendants
have already requested Judge Grischow to stay the enforcement
of the TRO until the appellate court rules on the matter. It is the intention of Bond CUSD #2 to comply with
the TRO until otherwise directed by the trial or appellate court.  If the legal situation
changes, the Board of
Education considers next steps or changes in procedures on an as needed basis.

> 
> Our Board of Education has advocated all along for local control, and this ruling validates that sentiment.  As
you know, a TRO was previously entered against Bond County CUSD No. 2 to prohibit the District from
mandating masks. Because the mask mandate and
other mandates were imposed on our District by the
Governor, IDPH and ISBE, we appealed the TRO to the 5th District Court of Appeals.  The Appellate Court
vacated the TRO because the Governor, IDPH and ISBE were not named in the lawsuit.  As a direct result
of
our appeal, a lawsuit was refiled naming 146 school districts, along with the Governor, IDPH and ISBE, which
case was transferred to Sangamon County.  It has been our position all along that the Governor, IDPH and
ISBE have the legal obligation to defend
their mandates.  They were given that opportunity in the Sangamon
County case and lost.
> 
> As a district, our goal throughout this pandemic has been to provide support to students and families while
maximizing in-person learning.  We will continue to provide layered mitigation strategies in our schools to
help stop the spread of infectious diseases
including: distancing to the greatest extent possible, encouraging
good hand hygiene, and cleaning/disinfecting on a frequent basis. 

> 
> It is also important to note that our district is committed to fostering a positive and safe learning environment
free from bullying or harassment.  Specifically, whether a family/student, or faculty/staff member chooses to
wear a mask or not should be an
individual choice and respected as such.  
> 
> We also want to reiterate the importance of keeping students at home who are ill or are exhibiting symptoms
of COVID-19. 

> 
> Thanks for your understanding, respect, patience, and support as our district makes these changes and strives
to meet the needs of our students in an ever changing environment.
> 
> Professionally, 
> 
> Dr. Wes Olson
> 
> Superintendent- Bond County CUSD #2
> 
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>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:48, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>> 
>> ﻿Here’s more. I think the BOE may want to rethink your position. Seems like you are out of step with how
other school districts are responding to the TRO. Seems you have the wrong legal team.

>> 
>> “ From Morris HS:
>> 
>> Dear MCHS Families,
>> 
>> As of Monday, February 7, Morris Community High School will pause enforcement of COVID mandates
related to masking, quarantine/exclusion, and testing while we await clarity from the appellate court on Judge
Grischow's Temporary Restraining Order issued on
Friday.  A stay or appellate court ruling could require us to
immediately revert back to enforcement of the mandates.
>> 
>> We still recommend, but will not require, mask wearing in our buildings until further notice.  We still need
people to stay home when they are sick and to be respectful of others.
>> 
>> Masks are still required on school buses and school transportation pursuant to Federal guidelines, which are
not impacted by State rulings.
>> 
>> I will keep you informed of any changes, and I thank you for being patient and understanding as we
continue to deal with these challenging issues.
>> 
>> Sincerely,
>> Craig R. Ortiz, Ed.D.
>> Superintendent
>> Morris Community High School District 101”
>> 
>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:43, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>> 
>>> ﻿Wow…another. 
>>> 
>>> “ Mt. Zion, 
>>> 
>>> We have received the judge’s decision in the lawsuit against Illinois, IDPH, ISBE, and well over 100
school districts, including Mt. Zion CUSD #3.  Details surrounding this case could change in the days and
weeks ahead.  Therefore, during these difficult
times, we ask that everyone be respectful of the choices of
others, and feel comfortable with your choices moving forward.  I have attached the Temporary Restraining
Order (TRO) and included page numbers throughout for your reference.  Judge Grischow wrote
in the order: 
under the guise of an emergency, the emergency rules required schools to mask, test, and isolate without
legislative authority (p. 6).  The state argued the governor has unlimited authority to do whatever is necessary,
but the court found that
far-reaching (p. 9).
>>> 
>>> We will follow the highlighted language below at least until the appellate court issues a decision by
February 17th. 

>>> Masks will revert back to our district’s original plan before the executive order.  Masks are recommended
in school, but no students will be suspended, or disciplined by the Mt. Zion School District. 

>>> Masks are still currently required by everyone on the school bus under a federal requirement.   
>>> No employee or persons in the school building will receive any consequences related to masking.
>>> Quarantines will be recommended for close contacts, but no close contacts will be suspended, or
disciplined in any way for not isolating. 

>>> Positive cases will still be expected to stay home for five days, or until symptoms improve.
>>> Judge Grischow wrote that statutory rights have attempted to be bypassed through the issuance of
Executive Orders and Emergency Rules.  She even goes so far as to call delegating implementation authority to
school districts without Legislature “an abuse
of power” (p. 13).  In the order, the judge notes on several
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occasions the governor had several other legal options to provide safety through a legal process but failed to
utilize those methods.

>>> 
>>> “It is clear IDPH/ISBE attempted to force local school districts to comply with the guidance...  This type
of evil is exactly what the law was intended to constrain” (p. 16).  Under no circumstances can guidance be
issued which violates a statute (p. 16).

>>> 
>>> The joint guidance issued by ISBE and IDPH made clear that the local health departments had final
determinations in these matters (p. 25).  Unfortunately, our county health department incorrectly told our
school district and our parents they had no appeal
rights.  We repeatedly informed the county health department
this was not correct, but too little changed.  The judge repeatedly confirms in the TRO the plaintiffs have due
process rights.  Yet, “the Governor, IDPH, and ISBE all attempted to remove the judiciary
from oversight in
matters related to all forms of ‘quarantine’ through the issuance of the Executive Orders”…(p. 25). 

>>> 
>>> “...this court has declared IDPH and ISBE's Emergency Rules void.” (p. 28).  “The court finds the policies
of each school district will have to be addressed on a case-by-case basis, be subject to school district’s policies
that were presented to the school
board…” (p. 17).  Any “non-named plaintiffs and school districts throughout
this State may govern themselves accordingly” (p. 28). 

>>> 
>>> A decision on the governor’s appeal is expected by February 17th. Any and all of these guidelines can
change after the appellate court decision, just as they did after this court decision.  I will provide additional
communication about the judges ruling
at that time.
>>> 
>>> Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work through these changes.  Our administrators,
faculty, and staff have been working hard for our students throughout the last two years, and the next few
weeks will be no different.”
>>> 
>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:37, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>> 
>>>> ﻿And another…
>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 17:00, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>> 
>>>>> ﻿They keep on coming. 
>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 16:55, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>> 
>>>>>> ﻿You are quickly becoming the minority. 
>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
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>>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 16:48, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> ﻿In case you were wondering here is another school district that decided to follow the law. In your
letter you stated that you are following board policy. The SD308 board of education DOES NOT have the legal
authority to order the quarantine of students,
staff, visitors, or anyone. And yes masking is a form of
quarantine. The judge in this case made that clear. The ONLY authority that can issue a quarantine order is the
county health department and ONLY for 48 hours without due process and a court order.

>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> I would urge you to think for a second about how emotionally charged the last two years of
draconian useless mitigation policies have been. Have some empathy for the students, staff, and parents that
have dutifully followed your rules even though with
every passing day these same rules are being found to be
pointless and having zero impact on the reduction of COVID. The only thing they have served is to increase
your inflated view of your worth and power over your fellow citizens.

>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> Everyone one of you should resign immediately.
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> John McElyea 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> “Dear Jersey CUSD #100 families and staff,
>>>>>>> As you may be aware, there is a lawsuit pending in Sangamon County involving numerous plaintiffs
suing many districts across the state, including Jersey Community Unit School District No. 100. The lawsuit
challenges various aspects of the State’s Covid-19
requirements for schools, including mask requirements and
the exclusion of close contacts.
>>>>>>> Arguments on a temporary restraining order (TRO) concluded in both cases and the judge released
her decision at 5 pm on Friday, February 4, 2022. There has been some confusion and inaccurate reporting over
the weekend. I thank our families and staff
for their patience as we conferred with our legal team and other
regional districts determining how to discern, communicate and implement the findings of this decision.
>>>>>>> This is a temporary restraining order, which is by its very definition “temporary”, and is not a final
disposition of the issues. A TRO temporarily enjoins the actions of the parties, but it is not a permanent
injunction and is not necessarily a reflection
of the final merits of the case. Please take note to recognize that
this is a temporary status at this stage in litigation.
>>>>>>> Jersey Community Unit School District No. 100 has been and remains committed to being open for
in-person learning after the initial outbreak and we have remained open for in-person learning throughout the
pandemic to better serve our students and families.
The district has followed changing CDC recommendations
since the beginning of the pandemic. The recommended mitigations include universal indoor masking by all
students, staff, teachers, and visitors to our school, regardless of vaccination status. In addition
to universal
indoor masking, we maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within classrooms to reduce
transmission risk.
>>>>>>> Screening testing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and
getting tested, contact tracing in combination with quarantine and isolation, and cleaning and disinfection are
also important layers of prevention we
have instituted to keep our school safe and open over the last three
years.
>>>>>>> In compliance with the court’s order, beginning tomorrow, the use of universal masking is highly
recommended for all staff and students but is not required within the building.
>>>>>>> An appeal was expected by either side after the decision was released. The Attorney General is
appealing this decision at the appellate court level on Monday. A decision by the appellate court will be made
within ten days after the judge’s decision.
A stay could be granted which would extend the Governor’s
Mandates until a decision by the appellate court. The appellate court could uphold or reverse this court’s
decision. Whatever the ultimate outcome, as always, Jersey Community Unit School District No.
100 will
follow the law.
>>>>>>> If you are a parent or guardian of Jersey CUSD #100 and you are concerned with health issues in
your home or concerned with your student attending school with the Sangamon County Circuit Court Judge
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Grischow’s ruling, please contact your student’s principal
for possible remote options.
>>>>>>> Finally, the last couple of years have been rough, to say the least. Jersey CUSD#100 is proud that we
have been able to navigate through the peaks of the spread of COVID-19 and keeping our schools open and in
person. We have and will continue to offer
extra learning opportunities to all the families that have been
affected by COVID-19. We are proud of all of our employees who have sacrificed extra time and effort for our
students during this global pandemic.
>>>>>>> Thank you for all that you are doing to help us help your students!”
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:42, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> ﻿Wow it takes a lot of nerve to make a decision to be in contempt of court. Here’s another district
that didn’t think it was worth dealing with a bunch of lawsuits from angry parents and being found in
contempt.

>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:39, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> ﻿Another…
>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:39, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> ﻿They keep rolling in. Looks like you are in the minority. 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:38, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another?  Is SD308 the only district that has decided to defy the court?
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>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 15:37, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here’s another. What makes you think that you don’t have to comply but all these other
districts do.  I suppose you need better legal counsel.

>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> A message from WILMINGTON CMTY UNIT SD 209-U
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> ATTENTION WILMINGTON STUDENTS, FAMILIES AND STAFF - 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> In following up to yesterday’s message regarding the recent ruling of Judge Grischow in the
Circuit Court for the Seventh Judicial Circuit in Sangamon County, we wanted to share additional information
about the immediate, specific implications
for the students and staff of the Wilmington School District. In
summary, this court’s decision approved a temporary restraining order (TRO) related to an ongoing lawsuit
which was challenging the state's COVID-19 safety mitigation measures for Illinois schools.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> On the evening of Friday, February 4, 2022, this court decision was issued that will have a
significant, immediate impact on the Wilmington School District. The court held that the Governor and state
agencies such as the Illinois Department of
Public Health (IDPH) and the Illinois State Board of Education
(ISBE) do not have the authority to mandate masks at school, exclude students for COVID-related reasons, or
require COVID-19 vaccinations or testing of school personnel. The court held that only
the state legislature has
the authority to mandate COVID-19 prevention strategies in schools.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> It is our understanding that the Governor, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH),
and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) have already submitted an appeal to this court’s decision,
while also formally requesting a stay in the
order until an Appellate Court ruling is made.  We have been
informed that the Appellate proceedings will likely be completed in approximately 2 weeks, with the resulting
decision either confirming or overturning Judge Grischow’s ruling.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> After consulting with our legal firm and coordinating with other neighboring districts, the
Board of Education and Administration of the Wilmington School District have decided to comply with this
TRO until otherwise directed by the trial or appellate
court. While in accordance with CDC recommendations
the school district will continue to recommend and encourage indoor mask wearing for all students and staff, it
will not be required or enforced beginning on Monday, February 7, 2022.  Again - as a result
of this court
decision, effective immediately, face masks will be optional at all Wilmington Schools and all school-related
events for both staff and students.  But please remember that an opposing decision by the Appellate Court
could potentially reverse
this adjustment in the weeks ahead.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Also in accordance with the court ruling, the automatically mandated 5-day school exclusions
for exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, testing positive, or having ‘close contact’ status will cease. As was our
school district’s practice prior to the pandemic
and the Governor’s Executive Orders, we will exclude students
from school for illness only at the discretion of our District Nurse or other Administrator. If your child is ill,
please keep them at home until they are healthy. As was our school district’s practice
prior to the pandemic,
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students must be fever-free for a period of 24-hours, with no vomiting or diarrhea without medication, before
they can return to school. Students who are absent for 3 consecutive days may also be required to provide a
doctor’s note when
returning to school. However, please recognize that the CDC still recommends a 5-day
quarantine for anyone who tests positive for COVID, followed by 5 additional days of mask wearing, in order
to help keep others healthy and prevent the spread of COVID. The
parents of any students who test positive for
COVID should communicate with their building principal and our district nurse to determine the appropriate
return to school plan.

>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> As we continue studying and learning more about any other potential implications of this
recent ruling from Judge Grischow, we will be communicating with students, staff, and families as soon as
possible. We will also strive to keep everyone well-informed
as we hear of any further decisions which may
come from the anticipated upcoming Appellate Court proceedings. This entire pandemic and the resulting State
and Federal mandates have caused strong emotions, high levels of stress & anxiety and unfortunately
sometimes
anger to run high.  The school district appreciates the varying opinions and emotions elicited by this
issue.  As we have done from the beginning, our school district remains committed to following relevant State
and Federal mandates as we have never exceeded
any of the COVID mitigation requirements.  Now that the
court has ruled on this issue, the school district will once again immediately follow the resulting new
requirements. The situation will remain in flux for some time; at least until the appellate court
issues its ruling
at which time, the school district will again reassess our current requirements.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Throughout the past two years, our Wilmington students, staff and parents have all worked
together to effectively stay in school where we belong, while also committing to help keep one another safe
during this pandemic.  Please take note that at
this time it is still recommended for all students and staff to wear
face masks indoors, whenever possible.  There may also be times when transmission is strongly suspected
within individual classrooms, sports teams, etc; when additional safety measures are
determined to be the best
course of action for the safety and well-being of everyone involved. As always, the safety and well-being of
our students and staff will continue to serve as the primary focus of our Board of Education and
Administration.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> We are all very anxious for a return to ‘normal’ in all aspects of life.  Hopefully this next
adjustment is a move in the right direction.
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> In Wildcat Pride,
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Matt Swick
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Superintendent of Schools
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> Wilmington School District
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 6, 2022, at 09:11, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another…yet we still haven’t heard from SD308. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 21:15, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Another
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 21:02, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here’s another for you 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 21:01, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another…
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 20:57, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿I will keep sending these as I come across them until SD308 does the right thing and
returns to a mask optional policy.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Here’s another school district in Illinois making the right decision to follow the law.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 20:47, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here’s another. How many more before we see SD308 do the same?  You need to do
the right thing here.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 18:10, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿And another…. When will we see the same from SD308??
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 16:29, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Here is another. When will we see a communication from SD308?
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 16:24, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿Seems other school districts in the state are correctly following the judge’s order.
I implore SD308 to do the same if you do not want to see another lawsuit filed.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Sincerely,
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> John McElyea
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>> 
>>> 
>>>> 
>>>>> 
>>>>>> 
>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> On Feb 5, 2022, at 09:55, Bob McElyea < > wrote:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> ﻿As a parent in the district with two students still in 308 schools I want to
communicate my thoughts regarding the recent TRO and the next steps SD308 should take. Even though I am
not a named plaintiff in the case I expect SD308 to
immediately cease enforcing any of the Governor’s
mandates regarding masking, testing, and quarantine requirements as they have been deemed unlawful by
order of the court. ISBE and Governor Pritzker have no authority to issue these mandates and school districts
will be violating the law by following them.  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> If SD308 continues to knowingly enforce unlawful orders it will open the
district to hundreds if not thousands of lawsuits.  I expect that you and the rest of the board along with the
Superintendent do the right thing and immediately
return to a mask optional policy and let families determine
what is best for them.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Thank you,
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> John McElyea

-- 

Sincerely,
Dr. Donna Marino
Board of Education President
Oswego Community Unit School District 308
4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543
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SUBJECT: Re: please repeal the mask mandate for students and teachers
FROM: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>


TO: Wendi Whowell <wwhowell@sd308.org>

DATE: 02/07/2022 08:47



We have a board approved safety plan and mask policy in place based on CDC, ISBE, and IDPH guidelines that
were approved in August and remain in place. Therefore they are to be followed. Other districts may not have
created these plans or may have different plans despite community numbers. 

Because of our safety protocols we have been able to keep our students in school while others have had to shut
down for days at a time. Our priority is the health and safety of our students, staff, and community while also
trying to keep our kids in school. 

No one wants to have to go back to remote learning and while no one wants to continue to have to wear masks,
until our transmission rates drop we will need to. I’m sorry if you disagree. I understand that these are
challenging times for all of us. 

Dr. Marino
Board President

On Sun, Feb 6, 2022 at 8:20 PM Wendi Whowell <wwhowell@sd308.org> wrote:

Thank you for your reply, but I must express my disappointment regarding the decision. How can Plainfield

and Yorkville be given the option to wear their masks? The metrics are not that different.


Gratefully, 


Mrs. Whowell

Eighth Grade English Language Arts Teacher
Traughber Junior High
Student Support Time (SST) and Temporary Distance Learning (TDL) links at https://meet.google.com/nrj-
atcv-vyh?authuser=0 (after school appointments can also be made)


"While emotions can be very good informants, they can be very bad advisors." Carl E Pickhardt




"The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character--that is the goal of true
education." Martin Luther King Jr.


"Perhaps the most valuable result of all education is the ability to make yourself do the thing you have to do, when it ought to be done,
whether you like it or not." Thomas H. Huxley




On Sun, Feb 6, 2022 at 10:46 AM Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org> wrote:


We appreciate your email. Further instructions from the district will be provided today.




Sincerely,
Dr. Donna Marino
Board of Education President
Oswego Community Unit School District 308
4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543






On Sat, Feb 5, 2022 at 9:12 PM Wendi Whowell <wwhowell@sd308.org> wrote:


Dear Donna,
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To: Community Unit School District 308 Recipients
Subject: Important Board Meeting Information
 

February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education,
and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership
team has
not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to address your
questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the
TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change
in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a newspaper
of general circulation in the school district.
If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of its regular
meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the changed
(rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from
the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board Meetings and
Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and agenda of the
rescheduled meeting within
OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school
buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board
members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf
of
the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in the
school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the
meeting may be adjourned
and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I trust
that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety Plan
so that the school board may continue to convene meetings
on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our
leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to
address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the
first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district
has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice
and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their
homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting,
and will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On
behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all
times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the
meeting, the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a
future date. I trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols
contained in the Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education,
and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership
team has
not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to address your
questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the
TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change
in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district.
If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of
its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and
agenda of the rescheduled meeting within
OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school
buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board
members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf
of
the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in the
school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the
meeting may be adjourned
and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I
trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety
Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings
on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through the
Blackboard service, please
unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080

SUBJECT: Community message

FROM: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>


TO: boe@sd308.org

DATE: 02/07/2022 17:41



February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of 
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our 
leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to 
address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal 
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to 
stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of 
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board 
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first 
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one 
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the 
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said 
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board 
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice 
and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the 
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come 
into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement, 
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting 
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their 
homes. 
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting.
Our leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps
to address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion
to stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this
week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the
first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School
Board Meetings and Records.”) The school district
has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the
notice and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have
come into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking
requirement, videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school
board meeting without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and
administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting,
and will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On
behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all
times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the
meeting, the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a
future date. I trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols
contained in the Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person
basis.
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Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through
the Blackboard service, please unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080

SUBJECT: Re: Community message

FROM: Eugene Gatewood <eugene-gatewood@sd308.org>


TO: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>

DATE: 02/07/2022 18:57



Ok. Thanks so much. 



Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 7, 2022, at 5:41 PM, Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org> wrote:



February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the 
Board of Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of 
tonight’s meeting. Our leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message 
individually, and we hope this helps to address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the 
board’s legal counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO 
issued late Friday. A motion to stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on 
that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide 
notice of meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. 
“If the school board makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the 
first and third Mondays to the first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of 
such change by publishing a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a 
public body merely changes (reschedules) one of its regular meetings, e.g., from 
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September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the changed 
(rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said 
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: 
School Board Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice 
and posting of the notice and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern 
about the health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the 
community who have come into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to 
disobey the masking requirement, videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to 
attend and disrupt the school board meeting without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate 
school board members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual 
meeting, and will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 
hours notice. On behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting 
in person wear a mask at all times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not 
followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the meeting may be adjourned and 
rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I trust that those 
community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety 
Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

Sincerely,
Dr. Donna Marino
Board of Education President
Oswego Community Unit School District 308
4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education,
and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership
team has
not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to address your
questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the
TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change
in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district.
If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of
its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and
agenda of the rescheduled meeting within
OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school
buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board
members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf
of
the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in the
school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the
meeting may be adjourned
and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I
trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety
Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings
on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through the
Blackboard service, please
unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080

SUBJECT: Community message

FROM: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>


TO: boe@sd308.org

DATE: 02/07/2022 17:41



February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of 
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our 
leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to 
address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal 
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to 
stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of 
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board 
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first 
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one 
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the 
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said 
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board 
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice 
and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the 
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come 
into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement, 
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting 
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their 
homes. 
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting.
Our leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps
to address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion
to stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this
week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the
first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School
Board Meetings and Records.”) The school district
has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the
notice and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have
come into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking
requirement, videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school
board meeting without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and
administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting,
and will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On
behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all
times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the
meeting, the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a
future date. I trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols
contained in the Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person
basis.
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Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through
the Blackboard service, please unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education,
and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership
team has
not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to address your
questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the
TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change
in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district.
If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of
its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and
agenda of the rescheduled meeting within
OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school
buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board
members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf
of
the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in the
school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the
meeting may be adjourned
and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I
trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety
Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings
on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through the
Blackboard service, please
unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080

SUBJECT: Community message

FROM: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>


TO: boe@sd308.org

DATE: 02/07/2022 17:41



February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of 
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our 
leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to 
address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal 
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to 
stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of 
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board 
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first 
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one 
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the 
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said 
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board 
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice 
and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the 
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come 
into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement, 
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting 
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their 
homes. 
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting.
Our leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps
to address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion
to stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this
week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the
first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School
Board Meetings and Records.”) The school district
has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the
notice and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have
come into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking
requirement, videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school
board meeting without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and
administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting,
and will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On
behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all
times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the
meeting, the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a
future date. I trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols
contained in the Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person
basis.
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Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through
the Blackboard service, please unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education,
and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership
team has
not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to address your
questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to
stay the
TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change
in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district.
If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of
its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said notice.”
(cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and
agenda of the rescheduled meeting within
OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come
into the school
buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement,
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board
members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and
will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf
of
the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all times in the
school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting, the
meeting may be adjourned
and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I
trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety
Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings
on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through the
Blackboard service, please
unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080

SUBJECT: Community message

FROM: Donna Marino <donna-marino@sd308.org>


TO: boe@sd308.org

DATE: 02/07/2022 17:41



February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of 
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our 
leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps to 
address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal 
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to 
stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of 
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board 
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the first 
and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one 
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the 
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said 
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board 
Meetings and Records.”) The school district has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice 
and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the 
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come 
into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking requirement, 
videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting 
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their 
homes. 
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February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of
Education, and also addresses questions we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting.
Our leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message individually, and we hope this helps
to address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal
counsel to gather and disseminate information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion
to stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that is not expected until later this
week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of
meetings, and agendas of what will be discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board
makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from the first and third Mondays to the
first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one
of its regular meetings, e.g., from September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the
changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for the rescheduled meeting in said
notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School
Board Meetings and Records.”) The school district
has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the
notice and agenda of the rescheduled meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the
health and safety of those present. This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have
come into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to disobey the masking
requirement, videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school
board meeting without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and
administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting,
and will convene the meeting in-person, on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On
behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting in person wear a mask at all
times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the
meeting, the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a
future date. I trust that those community members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols
contained in the Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene meetings on an in-person
basis.
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Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin
Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through
the Blackboard service, please unsubscribe.


Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080
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Important Board Meeting Information

1 message

Communications Director <noreply@sd308.org> Mon, Feb 7, 2022 at 5:27 PM
Reply-To: Communications Director <noreply@sd308.org>
To: Community Unit School District 308 Recipients <recipients@sd308.parentlink.net>

February 7, 2022

Good Evening SD 308 Community,

Please read through this important communication as it announces a meeting change for the Board of Education, and also addresses questions
we’ve received regarding the postponement of tonight’s meeting. Our leadership team has not had an opportunity to reply to each message
individually, and we hope this helps to address your questions. 

Rescheduling The Board of Education Meeting

The board meeting was originally postponed from tonight until Thursday night to allow for the board’s legal counsel to gather and disseminate
information to the board regarding the TRO issued late Friday. A motion to stay the TRO has been filed in the appellate court, but a ruling on that
is not expected until later this week. 

The Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA), 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., requires public bodies to provide notice of meetings, and agendas of what will be
discussed, to the public in advance of a meeting. “If the school board makes a change in its regular meeting dates (for example, a change from
the first and third Mondays to the first and third Wednesdays), it must give at least 10 days’ notice of such change by publishing a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the school district. If a public body merely changes (reschedules) one of its regular meetings, e.g., from
September 7 to September 9, it need only give 48 hours’ notice of the changed (rescheduled) meeting date and include the agenda for
the rescheduled meeting in said notice.” (cited from the Illinois Association of School Board publication “Letting the Sunshine In: School Board
Meetings and Records.”) The school district
has properly provided adequate notice and posting of the notice and agenda of the rescheduled
meeting within OMA’s timelines.

Meeting Format

The rescheduled meeting was originally scheduled to be a remote meeting because of the concern about the health and safety of those present.
This was due to the concerns over adults in the community who have come into the school buildings without masks, encouraged their students to
disobey the masking requirement, videotaped and harassed school staff, expressed their intent to attend and disrupt the school board meeting
without wearing masks, and threatened to intimidate school board members and administrators at their homes. 

In order to provide the public the opportunity to speak, the district is canceling Thursday’s virtual meeting, and will convene the meeting in-person,
on a date soon to be determined, with at least 48 hours notice. On behalf of the District, I am requesting that all individuals who attend the meeting
in person wear a mask at all times in the school building. If the masking requirement is not followed, or if attendees otherwise disrupt the meeting,
the meeting may be adjourned and rescheduled to a virtual meeting format that would be held at a future date. I trust that those community
members who attend the meeting will abide by the protocols contained in the Safety Plan so that the school board may continue to convene
meetings on an in-person basis.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. John W. Sparlin

Superintendent of Schools

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Community Unit School District 308. If you wish to stop receiving email updates sent through the Blackboard
service, please unsubscribe.

Community Unit School District 308 | 4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543 | 630-636-3080
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