Feudalism Guided Notes
The decline of the Roman Empire ushered in the Middle Ages (medieval period, 500-1300)
Roots in:
Classical heritage of __________________
Beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church
Customs of various ____________________ tribes

Characteristics:
Trade disrupted
Downfall of cities
Population shift to ______________________
Decline of learning
Loss of a common ______________________

Germanic Kingdoms Emerge
· 400 – 600 Small _________________________________ replaced Roman Provinces all over Europe
· Borders change with the fortunes of war.
· Church provided order and stability
· Loyalty was to family * tribes over public govt. & written laws. Impossible for government of large territories.

Germanic Kingdoms Emerge
· By 511, Clovis unites the Germanic (Franks) tribes in Gaul and then brings them Christianity.
· Strategic alliance between the Frankish kingdom and the Church begins.
· By 600, most Germanic tribes converted to Christianity through German rulers and Christian missionaries.
Early Germanic Leaders
· ______________________________ (Charles the Great) ruled after Pepin died.
· Largest and most powerful empire since the Romans, spread Christianity, reunites ____________________. He traveled the land to insure that his people were ruled justly.
· Named Emperor by ________ which joined Germanic power, the Church & the history of the Roman Empire.
· Charles Martel (Not a king, but Mayor of the Palace)- Spread the Germanic Empire and defeated the Muslim Raiders (__________________________________, 732). 
· Made him a Christian hero. This battle changed the history of Europe.
Early Germanic Leaders / Charlemagne
· Largest and most powerful empire since the Romans, spread Christianity, reunites Western Europe. He traveled the land to insure that his people were ruled justly.
· Named ___________________ by Pope Leo III which joined Germanic power, the Church and the history of the Roman Empire.
Fall of Carolingian Empire
· Charlemagne died in 814 abd by 844 Carolingian empire divided in 3 kingdoms by _____________________
· Muslim, Magyar and ______________________invasions begin.
· Vikings were superb ________________________________________

Vikings
· Traders, farmers and explorers (1000 – Leif Ericson reached North America).
· Europeans lived in danger and Kings could not protect them. People looked for security and that meant looking to local rulers.
· This was the beginning of ____________________________________.
Feudalism
4 levels of Feudalism are - _______________________________________________________________________

Feudalism Structures Society
· ___________________-The POLITICAL system of governing and landholding, based on rights and obligations
· Lord – wealthy noble who gave ______________to vassals
· Fief- land granted by  a lord in exchange for ________________________ and other services
· Vassal-  wealthy land owners (nobles, bishops, knights etc.) receiving the fief
· Knights- mounted horsemen who pledged to defend their lords’ lands in exchange for ____________
· Serfs- (mostly peasants) people who by law could not leave the place that they were born
· Even though they were bound by land, serfs were not ______________________
· Could not be bought or sold by their lords
Social Classes of the Middle Ages
· There were _____________ main social classes
· Those who fought (nobles and knights)
· Those who prayed (men and women of the church)
· Those who worked (the peasants)
Relationship Between Lords and Vassals
· The relationship between lords and vassals made up a big part of the political and social structure of the feudal system                                         
· Vassals had certain duties to perform for the lord
· All nobles were ultimately vassals of the king.
Feudal Obligations
Vassals						Lords______________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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