Religion
Key things you need to know about each religion!

· What is it?

· When, where, and how did it start?

· How is it divided? Denominations / Sects

· Where is it now? How did it get there?

· What impact does it have on the cultural landscape?

· What impact has it played in human conflict?

Where did the Major Religions of the World Originate, and how do Religions Diffuse?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
World Population of Religions (Top 5) _____________________________________________________________

· Religion lies at the heart of nationalism-e.g. Middle East, Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kashmir, Afghanistan, etc.

· Religion in many non-western areas practically constitutes culture.

· Religious cultural landscapes-churches, temples, mosques, shrines, cemeteries, statues, veils, turbans, beards 

Classifications of Religions
· Universalizing religions – religions that actively seek ________________ because members believe they offer belief systems of universal appropriateness / appeal. 


 - Evangelical-religions that seek new converts

    
 - Examples?
· Precise places of origin based on _________________________________
· Ethnic religions – religions whose members are __________________ & whose members do not actively seek converts.

             - Appeals to one group living in one place

               - Examples?

·  _____________________ origins/dates

   
- Diffusion of ethnic religions – limited, lack missionaries dedicated to spreading religion

   
- Happens mostly through ____________________ diffusion

Atheism vs. Agnosticism
· Atheism - _________________________________________
· Agnosticism - _________________________________________________
Religious Typology
· Monotheistic-belief in ______________
· Polytheistic-belief in ________________
· ____________________-objects have spirits-trees, mountains, rivers

How is religion seen in the Cultural Landscape?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage
· ___________________________ -places or spaces people infuse with religious meaning.
· _________________ -purposeful travel to a religious site to pay respects or participate in a ritual at the site.
Disposing of the dead

· Christians, Muslims, Jews usually bury dead in a cemetery

· Cemeteries can consume significant space, put pressure on agricultural land

· Hindus – cremation, tends to strain India’s wood supply

· Buddhists- perform both; depends on the area

Sacred Places
· Ethnic religions – holy places derive from the distinctive ___________________________
· Universalizing religions – cities & other places associated with ___________________ endowed with holiness

· Islam – Mecca (birthplace of Muhammed), Medina (Muhammed’s tomb)

· Hinduism – tirtha (pilgrimage), Mt. Kailas, Ganges River – holiest river

Administration of Space
· Hierarchical religion – well-defined geographic structure and organizes territory into local administrative units

· Example- Roman Catholic - ____________________________________________________________
· Autonomous religion – self-sufficient, little interaction between communities

· Examples - Islam, Protestantism, Judaism, Hinduism

Religions are divided into
· _________________-a large & fundamental division within a religion-such as Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox branches of Christianity.

· _________________-a division or a branch that unites a number of local congregations into a single administrative body-Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist denominations of Protestantism

· ___________-has a couple meanings-

· A relatively small group that broke away from an bigger group or

· A dissenting or schismatic religious body

Religions of the World
· Shamanism – community faith tradition in which people follow their shaman, a religious leader, teacher, healer & visionary.

- Small isolated groups in Africa, SE Asia, East Asia and Native America

- Traditional religions in Africa believe in a god creator and provider as well as spirits and an afterlife.

Hinduism –
· Ranks ________in size (900 million), but it the oldest organized religion.

· No bureaucracy-but does have holy men called __________
· ______________ or stories, but not a book like the Qu’ran, Bible or Torah.

· Polytheistic-thousands of gods-many cults-much fragmentation.

· Universalizing or ethnic?

· Allegiance to a particular god or concept within a broad range of possibilities
· Originated in Indus _______________________________ over 4000 years ago.

· Hinduism is very complex & cannot be traced back to one founder, book or single set of ideas.

· Existed prior to recorded history
* 1500 BC – earliest surviving documents

· 90% in _____________ others in Bangladesh and Nepal

· Diffusion: through South Asia and into Southeast Asia



-  karma, reincarnation, Brahman



-  caste system

         

 - sacred text: Vedas



- sacred sites: Ganges River / ritual bathing



Sacred Landscapes of Hinduism
      *    Pilgrimages follow prescribed routes, and rituals are followed by millions

· The Ganges is a sacred river to Hindus, a symbol of life without end.  Pilgrims come from all over to bathe in its holy waters.

Disposition of the Deceased - 

Each religion approaches the disposition of the deceased in different ways, and cultural landscapes reflect the religious traditions.

· As Shiva destroys the Universe with fire, Hindus ___________________ their dead.

Buddhism
· Originated in ____________________ as a reform movement of Hinduism about 2500 years ago.

· Founded by Siddhartha Gautama or the _____________________ in 5th cent. B.C.

· Diffusion: most strongly into Tibet & East Asia

· A strongly regional faith-it remains strong in SE Asia, China & Japan, but died out in India.

· ________ largest universalizing religion

· Sacred sites – stupas

· Spiritual leaders or monks called lamas

Buddhist Beliefs
· ______________________________ and the Eight Fold Path are the guiding principles

· Suffering leads to reincarnation

· Endless cycle of reincarnation until Nirvana is attained through an Eightfold Path 

· A prayer wheel contains a mantra, a prayer or chant that is repeated many times.  Each turn of the wheel counts as a prayer said & merit gained.

· Darma Wheel-

Sacred Landscapes of Buddhism
       * Buddhist Stupas 
Major Sects of Buddhism
· Mahayana 

· Theravada 

· Accurate number is difficult to count because primarily only monks participate in religious functions, people can be a believer in Buddhism but also other Eastern religions

* Buddhism is mixed w/ local religions in some places. In Japan, Buddhism is mixed with the local religion,
   Shintoism

Judaism 
* One of the world’s oldest religions (4000 years ago)
* 1st major monotheistic religion that evolved in SW Asia

* ___________________ followers

* _________________________ have roots in Judaism

* 3 branches-Orthodox, Conservative & Reformed

* Not evangelical-does not seek converts

* Concentrated in______, but widely scattered in Middle East, North Africa, Russia, Ukraine, Europe & the Americas
* covenant between God (______________)  & Abraham (______________________)

    - sacred text: Torah          founder: Abraham

    - sacred sites: _______________ (Western Wall), land    between the Mediterranean and the Jordan River
Diffusion of Judaism

* Different than other ethnic religions, practiced in many countries

* ______________________ forced them to disperse 

* Diaspora

* Zionism

- Post WW2

- Creation of Israel
Sacred Sites of Jerusalem
Jerusalem is sacred to three major religions:

Judaism (__________________)

Christianity (Church of the Holy Sepulchre)

Islam (_________________________)

Christianity 
* originated in SW Asia about 2000 years ago. 

*  monotheistic religion, follow teachings of ____________to achieve eternal life

*  sacred text: Bible

* founder: Jesus Christ (son of God – born in Bethlehem, died in Jerusalem, rose from the dead, Resurrection from 
   dead provides people with hope for salvation

* sacred sites: Bethlehem, Jerusalem during colonialism & after.

Diffusion of Christianity

· Hierarchical - Dominance of Christianity throughout _______________________________
· Relocation


- Missionaries, Colonization


- Largest number of followers & is the most widely dispersed with 2 billion or _________ of the population

Differences between the branches

· _____________________ – follow bible as well as church hierarchy (pope)

· is the largest segment; found in SW / E Europe, North America, Latin America. (51%)

· ___________________– split from Roman church in 1054 as result of rivalry with the pope

· is found in Eastern Europe, Russia and Ethiopia. (24%)

· ____________________- – Reformation in 16th C, disagreed with Catholic teachings

· dominates in Northern Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. (14%)

First Split in Christianity, 1054 CE 
Western Roman empire = _________________________________
Eastern Roman empire = __________________________________
· The Eastern Orthodox Church makes up _______ of Christianity and is a loose collection of 14 self-governing churches in Eastern Europe & Middle East.

· _______________________ is the largest branch of the Christian faith.  The Vatican in Rome is the headquarters of the Papacy and a powerful symbol to Catholics around the world.

· European cities were dominated by the spires of great cathedrals & churches until the 20th c.

Sacred Landscapes of Christianity
Catholic Churches are often located in the center of European cities, with spires reaching far above the other buildings.

Islam 
*originated on Arabian peninsula about 1500 years ago. 

* monotheistic religion, revelations _____________________ received from Allah

* __________________– one God, prayer 5 times daily, charity, fasting during ____________, Hajj – pilgrimage to
    Mecca

* sacred text: _______________  founder: Muhammad

*  sacred sites: Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem

*  Diffused by Muslims conquering land and Arab traders brought Islam to Indonesia

* diffusion: across Arabian peninsula, across North Africa, into Spain & also east into SE Asia (Indonesia, India,
   Pakistan)

* Islam is the _______ largest & fastest growing religion with 1.5 billion followers.

* 2 main sects or Split in the Faith / After Muhammad's death

- _____________ (great majority)

· 83% of Muslims, largest branch, most Muslim countries in SW Asia /centered in Iraq

- _____________
· 16% of Muslims

· 90% of Iran’s population is Shiite

____________- Pilgrims circle the holy Kaaba in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia during the Hajj.

Sacred Landscapes of Islam
Muslim Mosques-Dome of this mosque in Isfahan, Iran demonstrates the importance of geometric art evident in 
Muslim architecture
* Minaret (for call to prayer)
* The __________________________, with its gilded dome and octagonal base, stands in Jerusalem.

* After the Great Mosque at Mecca and the Prophet’s tomb at Medina, it is Islam’s third holiest site. According to
   Muslim tradition, the rock at its center was the point from which the Prophet Muhammad visited heaven one night
    in 619.

