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Basic Concepts in Human Geography- Chapter 1 (and other places)
Note: The following concepts transcend all units in AP Human Geography; they are central to all geographic thinking and analysis and could even be considered central to any definition of geography.   Please complete this vocabulary chart by defining the term, defining the term in your own words and providing an example.  You will be expected to know all of these terms throughout the year.  Every year students say, “Mrs Lopez, I wish I had spent more time on my vocab as it was such a big part of the exam.”  Don’t be that student!
NOTE: You will have to use outside sources for some terms.
Basic Concepts 

	Term and Source
	Definition
	In my own words
	Example/Picture

	1. Cartography
	
	
	

	2. Toponym
	
	
	

	3. Map
	
	
	

	4. Map Scale
	
	
	

	5. Projection
	
	
	

	6. Geographic Information Systems
	
	
	

	7. Remote Sensing 

	
	
	

	8. Global Positioning System (GPS) 
	
	
	

	9. Location 
	
	
	

	10. Distortion 
	
	
	

	11. Absolute Location
	
	
	

	12. Relative Location
	
	
	

	13. Latitude/Parallel
	
	
	

	14. Equator
	
	
	

	15. Longitude/Meridian
	
	
	

	16. Prime Meridian
	
	
	

	17. International Date Line

	
	
	

	18. Mental Map

	
	
	

	19. Time Zones
	
	
	

	20. Grid
	
	
	

	21. Greenwich Mean Time (GMT)

	
	
	

	22. Model
	
	
	

	23. Thematic Map
	
	
	

	24. Cartogram
	
	
	

	25. Dot Map
	
	
	

	26. Chloropleth Map
	
	
	

	27. Isoline Map
	
	
	

	28. Concentration
	
	
	

	29. Diffusion
	
	
	

	30. Accessibility
	
	
	

	31. Connectivity
	
	
	

	32. Contagious Diffusion
	
	
	

	33. Cultural Ecology
	
	
	

	34. Cultural Landscape
	
	
	

	35. Climate
	
	
	

	36. Region
	
	
	

	37. Sense of Place
	
	
	

	38. Sequent Occupance
	
	
	

	39. Culture
	
	
	

	40. Density
	
	
	

	41. Distance Decay

	
	
	

	42. Distribution 

	
	
	

	43. Environmental Determinism
	
	
	

	44. Expansion Diffusion
	
	
	

	45. Formal Region
	
	
	

	46. Functional Region
	
	
	

	47. Vernacular (Perceptual) Region
	
	
	

	48. Globalization
	
	
	

	49. Hearth
	
	
	

	50. Hierarchical Diffusion
	
	
	

	51. Pattern
	
	
	

	52. Place
	
	
	

	53. Possibilism
	
	
	

	54. Relocation Diffusion
	
	
	

	55. Site
	
	
	

	56. Situation 
	
	
	

	57. Space
	
	
	

	58. Space-time Compression
	
	
	

	59. Stimulus Diffusion
	
	
	

	60. Sustainability
	
	
	

	61. Transnational corporation
	
	
	


NOTE:

Simply defining the term will not be enough to do well on the quiz and exam that will accompany this unit and ultimately the AP Exam in May.  “In your own words and the example columns,” are in place to help you truly understand how to apply these terms…don’t skip those columns…seriously. 
