
March 24, 2021 

Danielle Merten 

VIA EMAIL – kevindaniellemerten@gmail.com 

Re:  FOIA request dated & received 3/23/21   

Subject: Any and all documents in regards to the SD308 commissioned impact fee study through NIU in 2001. 

This letter will serve as Oswego Community Unit School District 308’s response to your March 23, 2021 request 
under the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.), in which you asked for the above referenced 
information.  The information regarding your request is attached. 

To promote district transparency and assist others who may have a similar question, this responsive document will 
be posted online on the district’s website. To access it, go to www.sd308.org  and select Our District > Freedom of 
Information Act Request > FOIA Request Responses>FOIA Requests Responses -2021>then select FOIA ID #21-19. 

Please let me know if you have additional questions. Thank you. 

Carrie Szambelan 

Carrie Szambelan 
Freedom of Information Officer 

http://www.sd308.org/
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Christi Tyler <ctyler@sd308.org>

Re: Inquiry on 2001 Impact Fee Study SD308 - Update Interest 
1 message

Christi Tyler <ctyler@sd308.org> Mon, Mar 1, 2021 at 9:22 AM
To: Gregory Kuhn <gkuhn@niu.edu>
Cc: Mindy Schneiderman <schneiderman@niu.edu>, Brian Richard <brichard@niu.edu>

Thank you all.  Before you get too far into this - and I understand this may be a very rough estimate - would you have any
idea on how much such a study would cost?  I know the School Board would not make a decision on moving forward with
an update until they knew the cost.

On Mon, Mar 1, 2021 at 8:51 AM Gregory Kuhn <gkuhn@niu.edu> wrote: 

Christi –

 

Thank you for your message last week regarding a prior study a CGS team completed for District 308 in 2001.  Dr.
Mindy Schneiderman forwarded your message to me for further evaluation. 

 

In looking over the study I can see that the Impact Fee analysis was completed by one of our former Senior staff
members/Practice Area leads, Roger Dahlstrom, AICP.  Roger was well-known for his planning and economic impact
work, including school district impact fees.  Roger developed a model for those analyses in the 1990’s and was quite
accomplished in completing these studies.  He undertook these analyses with a custom-designed model he developed.
He worked with a small team he assembled here at CGS that included another planner that was on our staff at the
time. They also collaborated with other CGS staff and faculty when circumstances called for that kind of input and
added expertise Roger retired from CGS and the University several years ago and his lead analyst also left NIU and
returned to governmental planning work. 

 

We are exploring the report’s analysis and the possibilities for re-creating, or starting anew, a modeling approach that
would approximate Roger’s work.  However, at the present time, we do not have a team in place that routinely does this
type of analysis. I’ve reached out to one of our present Practice Area leads in the economic impact arena to ask for that
team to gauge if re-visiting or undertaking this type of analysis might be something they could consider. It may be
another week or so before we could update you on the team’s assessment of things, and whether they might be able to
develop an alternative/complete this type of analysis.

 

Thank you for reaching out to us.  We’ll circle back after our team discussions.

 

Best,

 

Greg

 

 

Greg Kuhn, PhD 

Interim Director 

NIU Center for Governmental Studies 

mailto:gkuhn@niu.edu
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gkuhn@niu.edu 

815-753-2789 desk  

630-939-4036 mobile 

 

 

 

From: Christi Tyler <ctyler@sd308.org> 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 12:09 PM 
To: Mindy Schneiderman <schneiderman@niu.edu> 
Subject: Updated Study

 

Link to external content detected. Think before you click.

Good Afternoon,

 

In 2001 your group created the attached study regarding developer impact fees.   Can you tell me if your group would
be able to provide an updated study - and an approximate cost?  

 

Thank you!

 

Christi Tyler

Chief Financial Officer/CSBO

 

71 Stonehill Road

Oswego, IL  60543

Office:  630.636.3180

Cell:  630.383.6592
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