
 
 

 
 

July 27, 2021 

 

Shea Lazansky  

 

VIA EMAIL – slazansky@shawmedia.com 
 
Re:  FOIA request dated 7/13/21 & received 7/13/21    
 
Subject: Provide any and all emails sent by members of the public to Superintendent Dr. John Sparlin and Board of 
Education members Dr. Donna Marino, Eugene Gatewood, Latonya Simelton, Ruth Kroner, Jennifer Johnson, Lauri 
Doyle and Allison Swanson between June 7, 2021 and July 12, 2021. Keywords requested are: masks/face 
coverings, Critical Race Theory (CRT), 1619 Project, and COVID-19. 
 
This letter will serve as Oswego Community Unit School District 308’s response to your FOIA request received on 
July 13, 2021 under the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.), in which you asked for the above 
referenced information. The information regarding your request is attached. Redactions were made due to the 
following exemption under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act as follows: 
 
Section 7(1)(c) - Personal information contained within public records, the disclosure of which would constitute a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, unless the disclosure is consented to in writing by the individual 
subjects of the information. 
 
Section 7.5(r) of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/7.5(r): Information prohibited from being 
disclosed by the Illinois School Student Records Act. 
 
The decision to withhold the redacted information was made by me consulting with our District legal counsel. You have 
a right to have the denial of your request reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the Office of the Illinois 
Attorney General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a).  You can file your Request for Review with the PAC by writing to: 

 
Public Access Counselor 
Office of the Attorney General 
500 South 2nd Street 
Springfield, IL 62706 
 

If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar days of the date of this 
denial letter. Please note that you must include a copy of your original FOIA request and this denial letter when filing a 
Request for Review with the PAC. You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the 
State circuit court. 5 ILCS 140/11. 
 
To promote district transparency and assist others who may have a similar question, this responsive document will 
be posted online on the district’s website. To access it, go to www.sd308.org  and select Our District > Freedom of 
Information Act Request > FOIA Request Responses>FOIA Requests Responses -2021>then select FOIA ID #21-
44. 
 

Please be advised that to comply with your FOIA request, the district incurred an expense that comprised of the cost 

of labor and resources used to search for records responsive to your request. Let me know if you have additional 

questions. Thank you. 

 

http://www.sd308.org/


 
 

 
 

Carrie Szambelan 
Carrie Szambelan 
Freedom of Information Officer 
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danger that masking provides.  It is not healthy, nor is it effective.  The benefits of masking kids does not
outweigh the risks.  Children are the least affected by Covid but the most affected by masking.  This is a
backwards approach.  
I am attaching a recent study regarding mask use in children showing the dangers it poses to their health
(https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743?guestAccessKey=1e4bf0f1-71d3-4574-
b4ec-9ca47f36711a&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-
jamapediatrics&utm_content=olf&utm_term=063021&fbclid=IwAR1zXuOfp0zSqVoDYoHMwEpfj8Fek-
Ad_EQGiZJ7dWYvBwDTGtfG6lKyKks). 
In addition, there are no efficacy standards on child-sized masks and respirators under OSHA, but there are
proven microbial challenges as well as breathing difficulties that are created and exacerbated by masking
children. Requiring children to wear a mask sets the stage for contracting any infection, including COVID19,
and making the consequences of that infection much graver. In essence, a mask may very well put children at an
increased risk of infection, and if so, having a far worse outcome.  Should a student become ill from mask
wearing, is the school district willing to be liable? Will the district pay any and all medical expenses arising
from that. As a taxpayer I am not willing to pay for any damages done to students from forced masking. As a
parent I am not willing to subject my children to this risk nor trust that the district will pay my child’s medical
expenses.     

As you can see in the attached image, masks that children wear in school do not provide any protection against
Covid. If this is the case, why require them?
    

Just as concerning is the mental/emotional danger associated with face coverings.  Suicide rates of minors are at
an all time high (currently higher than Covid deaths of minors).  Children need to connect with others.  They
need to see emotions and facial expressions.  They need to thrive and be provided an education in a healthy and
safe environment.  Covid deaths are almost non-existent locally now, therefore shouldn’t be enough of a
concern to put our kids through unnecessary trauma via masking.  
If you are leaning towards this option, I (and many other parents) would like to know what risk assessments you
have done related to face masks in school? Please provide those to me/us for review prior to making this
decision that affects the health of the entire student body.  
In addition, be prepared to provide confirmation by return that your staff and teachers, including such
individuals you have placed in charge of our children, have been fully trained in connection with the health risks
associated with face masks, including with regards to recognising the health contra-indications from their use.  

Not only is masking harmful for the students, but the teachers as well.  Our district teachers chose their
profession to educate children.  It is not their responsibility, nor should it ever be,  to be mask enforcers or to
keep track of a student's personal medical/vaccination history.   This negatively impacts the learning
environment and the level of education our teachers can provide.  The last year has created huge learning gaps
for students and our teachers need to be focused on teaching more than ever. They should not be focused on
discrimination based on vaccine status or punishing children who need to breathe fresh air (a requirement for
survival).  

There are more and more school districts in our state, as well as the majority of other states in our country, that
are not requiring masking for students.  I know that Oswego can do this as well.  

In short, our children need you, the school district, to stand up for them and fight for their right to a quality
education.  Fight for equality.  Fight for their health and right to breathe oxygen as their bodies are naturally
intended to.  Please choose to fight for the Oswego students.  Please make face coverings optional.

With hope,

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743







Discussion | The limitations of the study were its short-term na-
ture in a laboratory-like setting and the fact that children were
not occupied during measurements and might have been ap-
prehensive. Most of the complaints reported by children3 can
be understood as consequences of elevated carbon dioxide lev-
els in inhaled air. This is because of the dead-space volume of
the masks, which collects exhaled carbon dioxide quickly af-
ter a short time. This carbon dioxide mixes with fresh air and
elevates the carbon dioxide content of inhaled air under the
mask, and this was more pronounced in this study for younger
children.

This leads in turn to impairments attributable to hyper-
capnia. A recent review6 concluded that there was ample evi-
dence for adverse effects of wearing such masks. We suggest
that decision-makers weigh the hard evidence produced by
these experimental measurements accordingly, which sug-
gest that children should not be forced to wear face masks.
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Figure. Scatterplot of Carbon Dioxide Content in Inhaled Air Under
Filtering Facepiece Mask by Age
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Quotes from ISBE State Superintendent per IDPH and CDC Updated Guidance:
 
IDPH has fully adopted the updated guidance issued by the CDC and Dr. Carmen I. Ayala, State
Superintendent of Education, ISBE, has declared, “All Illinois schools, both public and non-
public, will use the CDC guidance released today to start the 2021-22 school year.”

“Masks should be worn by all individuals (age 2 and older) who are not fully vaccinated.
 
 
 
Naperville Sun/Chicago Tribune from 7/11/21:

BY TRACY SWARTZ AND DAN PETRELLA CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Illinois is adopting new guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that says
vaccinated teachers and students don’t need to wear masks inside school buildings, officials
announced Friday.
 
“The CDC is right: vaccination is the best preventive strategy. As school board members, parents,
teachers and superintendents plan for a return to in-person learning in the fall, we strongly encourage
those who are not vaccinated to continue to mask,” Illinois Department of Public Health Director Dr.
Ngozi Ezike said in a statement. “IDPH is proud to fully adopt school guidance issued by CDC, which
is based on the latest scientific information about COVID-19.”
 
Unvaccinated students and school staff should wear masks indoors, per CDC guidelines released
Friday, and students should remain at least 3 feet apart in classrooms, but that recommendation
shouldn’t prevent schools from reopening.
 
The announcement comes as Illinois schools prepare to fully reopen their doors to students in the fall
following a drop in COVID-19 deaths and hospitalizations and an increase in vaccinations, which are
available to people 12 years and older.
 
The Illinois State Board of Education adopted a resolution in May requiring daily in-person learning for
the coming school year with few exceptions for remote learning. Face masks were required in Illinois
schools even as the state last month moved into phase five of its COVID-19 reopening plan that
allowed for the easing of mask and social distancing recommendations at many other venues. Some
Chicago-area parents have already called for masks to be optional in schools this fall.
 
An IDPH spokesperson said the state guidance “is intended to help administrators and local health
officials select appropriate, layered prevention strategies and understand how to safely transition
learning environments out of COVID-19 pandemic precautions as community transmission of COVID-
19 reaches low levels or stops. For example, a school in a community with substantial or 
 
high transmission, with a low teacher, staff, or student vaccination rate, and without a screening
testing program should continue to require masks for people who are not fully vaccinated and might
decide that they need to continue to maximize physical distancing.”
 
The state is not at this time requiring COVID-19 vaccines for eligible students or teachers.
 
Chicago Public Schools, which plans to welcome students back Aug. 30, said in a statement it is in
the process of reviewing the CDC guidance. “We are encouraged by its flexibility in recognition of the
absolute necessity of providing in-person learning five days a week in the fall. After we have an
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opportunity to thoroughly review the guidance, we will inform the public about any potential impact on
school opening guidance.”
 
The Chicago Teachers Union — which has pushed for stronger COVID-19 protections for students
and staff throughout the pandemic — said the new guidance “triggers more questions than answers,”
such as, “How, for example, will CPS address mixed messages to young children if vaccinated adults
don’t wear masks? How will CPS ensure that they are not putting people’s health at risk based on
complicated compliance under these new mask guidelines, rather than maintaining masks until
percentages of vaccination are much higher?”
 
“While we support the goal of returning every student safely to in-person learning this fall, we are
concerned that the vast majority of our students, both under 12 and those 12 and up eligible for shots,
remain unvaccinated and vulnerable to catching and transmitting COVID-19, even as the delta variant
continues to spread,” the union said in a statement. “Setting benchmarks is critical. Addressing
questions about implementation is paramount.”
 
The union on Friday renewed its call for an 80% student vaccination benchmark. CPS has not publicly
commented on the proposed target, but the district did announce this week it is turning three schools
into standing vaccination sites starting next week, with plans to offer more vaccination events and
mobile vaccine units in the weeks to come.
 
Elgin-based School District U-46 Superintendent Tony Sanders told families and staff in a Friday note
the state’s second-largest system will continue to follow “current mitigation strategies, including
wearing masks” for summer programming.
 
“We will use this updated guidance as we develop our reopening plans for what I know will be a great
2021-22 school year,” Sanders wrote.
 
A state public health official said schools can decide how they will keep track of who has been
vaccinated and “should communicate their strategies and any changes in plans to teachers, staff, and
families, and directly to older students.”
 
Sarah Kaiser, a mother of three Chicago high school students, wondered how schools will handle the
identification of vaccinated and unvaccinated students. She said Friday she would be willing to share
a picture of her kids’ vaccination cards to prove their status when they return to school next month.
 
“I just want my kids back to school full time, five days a week, in the fall,” said Kaiser, a school nurse
who lives in the Wrigleyville area.
 
Illinois teachers groups emphasized the importance of vaccinations amid Friday’s school guidance
announcement. More than 54% of state residents 12 and older are now fully vaccinated against
COVID-19, with 70% receiving at least one dose, according to Illinois data.
 
“I think we know where the challenges are. They’re in getting shots into kids’ arms. And really, the
more we do that, the safer everybody is going to be,” Illinois Federation of Teachers President Dan
Montgomery said. “Parents want their kids to be safe, that’s the primary thing for them when they
send their kids to school. The best way for that to happen is for parents to get their kids vaccinated. If
they can’t because of the age cutoff, then they’ve got to wear masks. Then we’ve got to make sure
the school districts are doing all the layering — masking, distancing, ventilation, testing.”
 
Illinois Education Association President Kathi Griffin said in a statement, “This news has been highly
anticipated. Our members are looking forward to the start of this school year and now we have an
idea of what the year will look like, and it is based on science, which is a great comfort.”
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The CDC guidelines state that students should be masked while on school buses even if masks aren’t
required for them at their schools.
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Take care,



July 10, 2021 
 
Dear Dr. Sparlin and Community Unit School District 308 Board Members: 
 
I am writing today to ask the Administration and Board to follow and implement the updated K-
12 Guidance issued by the CDC on July 9, 2021 regarding the safe operation of schools that was 
subsequently adopted by ISBE and the IDPH. The updated version of COVID-19 guidance for 
schools outlines strategies for K-12 schools to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and maintain safe 
operations. The guidance emphasizes using multiple layers of prevention strategies together to 
protect people who are NOT fully vaccinated, including students, teachers, staff, and other 
members of their households. This guidance is based on current scientific evidence and lessons 
learned from schools implementing COVID-19 prevention strategies during the previous school 
year.  
 
Vaccination is currently the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 
pandemic. People who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are at low risk of symptomatic or 
severe infection. Growing evidence suggests that people who are fully vaccinated against COVID-
19 are less likely to have an asymptomatic infection or transmit COVID-19 to others than people 
who are not fully vaccinated.  However, absent vaccine mandates, the CDC continues to 
recommend masking and physical distancing as key prevention strategies. 3 feet of physical 
distance between students within classrooms combined with indoor mask wearing by people 
who are NOT fully vaccinated is set forth in the guidance.  When it is not possible to maintain a 
physical distance of at least 3 feet, the CDC states it is especially important to layer multiple 
other prevention strategies, such as indoor masking for all.  
 
In light of these recommendations, I would ask the that vaccinated staff, students and staff be 
allowed to attend school unmasked only if proper social distancing can be maintained AND valid 
proof of vaccination is presented.  Stevenson District 125 just implemented this rule and being a 
larger comparable school district, this seems the most appropriate way to address the situation. 
Additionally, I ask that disciplinary action be spelled out for parents and students to understand 
the consequences for not complying with masking requirements, if they are implemented, so 
everyone knows that the mask rule will be enforceable.  Crystal Lake School District #47 has 
addressed this issue and has stated that students who refuse to wear a face covering will be 
removed to remote learning or subject to disciplinary action consistent with the Student Code of 
Conduct.   I also ask that the District implement some sort of weekly testing program for all staff, 
students and teachers to monitor any possible COVID-19 spread. If this cannot be done for all, 
then I ask that at a minimum all unvaccinated staff, students and teachers be tested. Lastly, I ask 
that vigorous contact tracing continue and that federal/state guidelines regarding quarantine 
continue to be followed.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
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might cause some staff and/or students to hesitate to hold open and frank discussions regarding
race as it surfaces in learning or to answer any questions regarding this topic. History shows that
when a sensitive topic is discussed in an open environment with the ultimate goal to learn, that it
might address some long-held misconceptions but more importantly, it gives students a safe place
to discuss some of these topics which might be personally painful. Please continue to create this
safe space for students. The more this topic sees air in an open and honest environment, the better
it will heal. 
 
Thank you,

 
 































7.12.21 

Good evening,  

I am a parent of two children in SD 308, a sophomore at Oswego High School and a 7th grader at 

Traughber Jr. High.  

My main reason, among many, that I am reaching out to you is that I am advocating for choice.  

Whether any parent chooses to get their child vaccinated or not, as the parent of my child I should have 

a CHOICE whether my child should have to wear a mask or not. It is not anyone else’s decision to make 

that choice for my child based on “safety”.  What is considered safe comes in many shapes and sizes. 

Covid science and research proves that it is not prevalent in school-aged children and if they were to get 

it, the chance of recovery with no lasting impact is very, very high. Should teachers and faculty be 

worried, then they have the “choice” to get vaccinated or wear a mask. They have a choice. 

With the district’s focus on equity/equality/CRT, mandating masks for students who are not vaccinated 

goes against that goal. In fact, it is contradictory to that goal and segregates the kids.  

Put yourself in the shoes of a student who has not been vaccinated (also due to safety concerns of 

getting the vaccine), how will he/she feel walking the halls wearing a mask while others do not? If 

individuals have the vaccination, why should they be worried about students who don’t/and or do not 

have a mask on? It does not make sense. Each person has the responsibility to protect themselves and 

we should have the right and the CHOICE to do what is best for our child! How does anyone know what 

that is better than the child’s own parent?  

There was a time when this outbreak first happened over a year ago, that efforts were made to protect 

the larger population, but now it is time to do what is best for our own child. This is not going away, but 

the percentage of cases is very low. 

The school and the school board work for us, the taxpayers, parents, and our children first and 

foremost! It is not acceptable to push a mask mandate (The CDC does not mandate masks or vaccines) 

and the vaccine to encourage the students to get the vaccine! This is NOT OK! That is way out of your 

jurisdiction.   

Teach my child - math, science, social studies, and English Language.  

Expect from my child - kindness, respect, compassion, courage, consideration and when he/she falls 

short, encourage these attributes which is basic human respect to others.  

I implore you, please do not take away our choice.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely,  
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Hello,
 
Please do the right thing and let PARENTS make the choice if they want their children to wear masks or not.
 
Thank you,
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Other states and districts with no mask mandates have fared just fine, and have for quite some �me.
 
-- 
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Hello,
 
Please do the right thing and let PARENTS make the choice if they want their children to wear masks or not.
 
Thank you,
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To our District Administrators and School Board Members:
 
 
I am wri�ng to request that you follow CDC guidlelines and require the use of masks by unvaccinated staff and students
in our school buildings. The CDC recommends masks as only one factor in many layers of mi�ga�ons such as physical
distancing, vaccina�on, improved ven�la�on systems, and frequent hand washing. As we are unable to adequately
employ all of these in our crowded and aging buildings, and vaccina�on is unavailable to a large por�on of our student
body, I believe mask use is impera�ve to keep our schools as safe as possible. In addi�on, the Delta variant is quickly
becoming the dominant strain across the country and is more resistant to other mi�ga�ons such as our vaccines and
physical distancing. Mask use is the simplest and one of the most effec�ve protec�ons we can offer our students, staff,
and community at large. 
 
Thank you for your �me and considera�on.
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wear the mask. We cannot create an atmosphere where children are segregated into groups based
on their vaccination status. There are many kids who cannot receive the vaccination for medical
reasons and/or personal reasons. They should not be labeled as “different.” If you require the
non-vaccinated to wear masks, what is that saying to their peers? Sadly, over the last year and a
half, we have been conditioned to live-in fear of each other. Masks are encouraging our children
to live in constant state of fear. This might sound exaggerated, but think about what a child’s
thoughts might be...” I can’t breathe this air, it will make me sick or kill me,” “My friend is
wearing a mask, they are unvaccinated. They will make me sick. I need to stay away from them.”

 

I hope the school board decides to leave the decision of wearing a mask up to each family. If a
family wants to wear a mask, they should feel comfortable to wear a mask, but if a family feels
safe enough to allow their children to attend school without a mask, they should be able to do that
too. Masks should be a personal choice, not a mandated requirement to receive an education at a
public school.

 

Thank you for your time.

 

 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

 

-- 

Sincerely,
Dr. Donna Marino
Board of Education President
Oswego Community Unit School District 308
4175 Route 71, Oswego, IL 60543
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guidance exactly as it should be…as a “guidance”. They are recommending that unvaccinated students and staff
wear masks but they are not requiring it. 

If the SD308 board feels that they need to be compliant with the IDPH guidance then they should implement it
as a recommendation and not a requirement.  The IDPH guidance does not specify that schools and districts
verify vaccine status of students therefore it is open to the district to determine the best approach. I implore you
to make the right decision here and DO NOT require masks for any students in the fall. You can recommend it
but do not require it and DO NOT violate their privacy by verifying vaccine status. 

It is time we get back to normal and allow our students to have a normal school experience. One that has been
taken from them for the last year and a half. 

I am happy to discuss with either of you at any time. You can reach me at this email address or my cell phone at
6  

Thank you for taking the time to read this and take my thoughts into consideration as you weigh the next steps
for SD308. 

Best regards,

Get Outlook for iOS
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Just like the flu shot - you can still catch the flu once you receive it. Just like these - you can still catch Covid. This is a virus
and it is NOT going anywhere. We, as adults, have to learn to live with it now.  It is time. 

Just because other parents are fearful, other's rights do not and should not end where their fear begins. If they are worried -
lucky for them there are masks to wear and endless amounts of hand sanitizer to use. For those of us who have been on the
front lines of this, working, seeing it and touching it and understanding that this isn't leaving - please allow us to be parents. I
understand anxiety. I have it. But, I cannot allow my worry to limit my children's progress in education. My daughter's anxiety
comes full force when you cover her face. My son is struggling to talk. 
How long are we going to sit by and allow our young children to suffer, because us adults are "scared"? 

Optional masks. Wear them if you want. But our children deserve to breathe oxygen, to see faces, to get a real education.
This starts with you. 
You need to do what is right by our children. Let them breathe - they have been unmasked all summer. 

I would love to answer any questions you may have. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Other states and districts with no mask mandates have fared just fine, and have for quite some �me.
 
-- 















7.12.21 

Good evening,  

I am a parent of two children in SD 308, a sophomore at Oswego High School and a 7th grader at 

Traughber Jr. High.  

My main reason, among many, that I am reaching out to you is that I am advocating for choice.  

Whether any parent chooses to get their child vaccinated or not, as the parent of my child I should have 

a CHOICE whether my child should have to wear a mask or not. It is not anyone else’s decision to make 

that choice for my child based on “safety”.  What is considered safe comes in many shapes and sizes. 

Covid science and research proves that it is not prevalent in school-aged children and if they were to get 

it, the chance of recovery with no lasting impact is very, very high. Should teachers and faculty be 

worried, then they have the “choice” to get vaccinated or wear a mask. They have a choice. 

With the district’s focus on equity/equality/CRT, mandating masks for students who are not vaccinated 

goes against that goal. In fact, it is contradictory to that goal and segregates the kids.  

Put yourself in the shoes of a student who has not been vaccinated (also due to safety concerns of 

getting the vaccine), how will he/she feel walking the halls wearing a mask while others do not? If 

individuals have the vaccination, why should they be worried about students who don’t/and or do not 

have a mask on? It does not make sense. Each person has the responsibility to protect themselves and 

we should have the right and the CHOICE to do what is best for our child! How does anyone know what 

that is better than the child’s own parent?  

There was a time when this outbreak first happened over a year ago, that efforts were made to protect 

the larger population, but now it is time to do what is best for our own child. This is not going away, but 

the percentage of cases is very low. 

The school and the school board work for us, the taxpayers, parents, and our children first and 

foremost! It is not acceptable to push a mask mandate (The CDC does not mandate masks or vaccines) 

and the vaccine to encourage the students to get the vaccine! This is NOT OK! That is way out of your 

jurisdiction.   

Teach my child - math, science, social studies, and English Language.  

Expect from my child - kindness, respect, compassion, courage, consideration and when he/she falls 

short, encourage these attributes which is basic human respect to others.  

I implore you, please do not take away our choice.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely,  
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Hello,
 
Please do the right thing and let PARENTS make the choice if they want their children to wear masks or not.
 
Thank you,
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Other states and districts with no mask mandates have fared just fine, and have for quite some �me.
 
-- 
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