AP Human Geography
Mr. Johnson
Mjohnson@sd308.org
(630) 636-2132
Class Description
The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface.  Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental consequences.  They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice.  The students should expect to take the AP Test on May 18th, 2018.
Course Objectives:
Students who complete this course will know/understand how to:
· Use and think about maps and spatial data
· Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places
· Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes
· Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process
· Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.
Required Materials
· Pencil/pen
· Notebook (for this class only)
· Folder (for this class only)
· Lots of notecards for vocabulary

· Sandwich bag for turning in unit vocabulary

· Binder (for this class only) with 10 tab dividers
· Textbook:  Rubenstein, James.  The Cultural Landscape:  An Introduction to Human Geography,
11th Edition. (Please bring this book to class every day.  Do not lend it to anyone else and let your teacher know immediately, if you misplace it.)
If you forget your textbook at school, you can access the online version at the following location:

Online Textbook Information: http://www.masteringgeography.com/site/login.html
                                                                           

Login:  SanthirajAPHumanGeo
                                                                           

Password:  Oshaphg1
Class Expectations
· Expect to do something for this class EVERYDAY!
· You MUST be prepared for every class; therefore, completion of homework and readings is essential.  Being   

           prepared gives you the opportunity to succeed on tests and quizzes.
· Be willing to devote considerable time to homework and study.  You will do A LOT OF READING, not only in 
            the text but also from outside sources and research.
· Come to class on time, or I will send you to the nearest SWIPE station.
· Keep your binder organized! Do not use your textbook as a folder.  Staying organized will help you during 
           review for the unit tests and AP Test in May.
· Be polite, courteous and respectful of your classmates, their goals and the goals of the teacher at all times.
· You are expected to participate in discussions and group work & to be attentive to material being presented.
· Always give your best effort on all class activities and assignments.  These are opportunities to learn, achieve 
           and grow.
· Pay attention to the world around you and current events.  Yes, that means I am telling you to watch TV, but 
            I’m talking about the news, Discovery Channel, Travel Channel, TLC, Nat Geo Channel, CNN Student News
            (online) and History Channel.
· Leave food and drinks (except water) at home or in your locker.
· Put your cell phone, iPod or whatever other device you have away, unless asked otherwise. (PHONE JAIL)
· It is assumed that nothing even needs to be said about your conduct in class.  You know the rules, so follow 
           them.
· Have a POSITIVE attitude!
Consequences for misbehavior:
1st Offense – verbal warning



3rd Offense – phone call home/detention with teacher

2nd Offense – phone call home


4th Offense – phone call home/dean’s referral
Work Load
· Homework – will consist of nightly readings (textbook and outside sources) along with questions and 
           chapter terms
· Projects – occasional, some individual and some with a group
· Essays – Free Response Questions (FRQ), most will be completed in class & will always be on unit tests
· Quizzes – quizzes on readings – make sure that you keep up!
· Map tests – 1 per unit on the given region
· Tests – end of each unit, will consist of Multiple Choice questions and an FRQ.  You may get the FRQ 
           question ahead of time
· I will hold review sessions before unit tests.  You will also have the opportunity to do test corrections 
           for each test to understand the questions you missed and gain back some of the points lost.  This will 
           only be allowed for students who have turned in every weighted and non-weighted assignment. Most of 
           your test corrections need to be completed within a week of taking the exam.
Classroom Procedures
· The agenda for the day will be written on the board everyday so you will know what to expect during 
           each class.  You can also find the bell work and homework here.
· When the bell rings, you must be in your SEAT working on the bell work.  You will have the first few 
           minutes of class to complete bell work.  Please keep all bell work for a unit in the same place of your 
           notebook, as it will be turned in on test days.
· You can find any supplies that you may need for activities in the classroom.  Supplies that you may 
           borrow include markers, crayons, colored pencils, rulers, glue sticks, scissors, stapler and construction 
           paper.  Extra copies of homework/class assignments will also be in the room.
· If you are absent, you must see me before or after class to collect your missed work.  Getting your 
           make up work is your responsibility!
· If you are absent on the day of a test, you must schedule a time with me and make up the test within a 
           week of the absence.
· Late work – the work in this class is non-negotiable.  Do it and do it all! 
· To leave the room for any reason, you must ask me, sign out in the logbook and take the pass with you.  
           No one will be permitted to leave the room in the first or last 5 minutes of class.
· Stay in your seats until the bell rings, we do not line up at the door.
· Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated in any manner.  All rules in the student handbook also 
            apply to our classroom.
Grading Policy
Semester grades will be calculated from in class assignments and discussion, bell work, homework, map tests, projects, quizzes and tests. 
1. Each unit will contain the following weighted assignments:

· 25% = 2 projects (binder, terms, simulation, debate, paper, etc)

· 15% = Midpoint quizzes (chapter reading quiz, map quizzes, etc.)

· 25% = 1 essay (Short answer FRQ)

· 35% = Multiple choice test 
a. All other assignments will be put in, but non-weighted
2. Late work policy – will receive one grade reduction based on quality
3. Gradebook Codes

NHI – Not Handed IN - which equates to a zero, thus effecting students' grades.
ABS – Absent – which does NOT equate to a zero, thus not effecting students’ grades.

EX – Excused   -   which does NOT equate to a zero, thus not effecting students' grades.

4. Test corrections – only if all work (weighted and non-weighted) is turned in first
5. Final exam – all students will complete a final assessment for the class which will cover material from the entire semester.
Be sure to regularly check Home Access to stay up-to-date on your grade.  You can also always ask me to check your grade.
Class Website
You may access my site from my webpage on the OHS website.  The class website will list the units we are covering as well as daily classwork and homework.  All assignments and Power Points are on my website. This website is an excellent resource to use for studying or if you are absent or misplace any papers.
The AP Exam
The AP Exam will be given on May 18th, 2018 to all students that participate in this challenging course.  The exam consists of a multiple-choice section, worth 50% of your score, and an FRQ section, worth 50% of your score.  Students will be pulled out of class on May 12th to complete the exam.  With a passing score of a 3, 4, or 5 out of a possible 5, students may receive college credit.
What if I’m not doing well?
See me!  I am more than happy to spend extra time with those who need and want help. 
Here is my schedule for during the school day:

Period 1: AP Human Geography Room 206

Period 2:  AP Human Geography Room 206

Period 3:  Modern World History Room 206

Period 4:  Athletic Office

Period 5:  Athletic Office

Period 6:  Athletic Office

Period 7:  Athletic Office

Period 8:  Athletic Office
You can always email me at mjohnson@sd308.org.
Lastly, I encourage leaning on each other for help and support during the semester.  Form study groups and review the material – but do not cheat!  I hope that you will enjoy the year, work hard and come out of it in May “thinking like a geographer,” able to tackle the demands and challenges of any college course.
GOOD LUCK AND LET’S HAVE A GREAT YEAR
Dear Parent/Guardian:
Please read through this syllabus with your child so that he/she understands the expectations. Below there is also a list of movies that we will be watching this term.  Signing this sheet will allow your child to view these films. If not, he/she will be given an alternate assignment.  Feel free to contact myself at any time with questions or concerns.
MOVIES/VIDEO CLIPS
· Power of Place Videos
· Various Vice (HBO) episodes
· National Geographic:  Guns, Germs & Steel
· Nova: World in the Balance
· China’s Lost Girls
· Food, Inc.
· Various 30 Days episodes
· Amistad (clip)
· Hotel Rwanda
· Promises
· Death in Gaza
· God Grew Tired of Us (Sudanese refugees)
· The Merchants of Cool
· King Corn
· Black Gold
· Bombay Calling
· Pruitt-Igoe Myth
· Bride and Prejudice

· Slum dog Millionaire

· Salam Neighbor

**In an effort to keep current with technology, there may be other video clips that will be incorporated in class
_____________________________________________
Student Name (Please Print)
_____________________________________________
Parent Signature
_____________________________________________
Parent email address
Thank you,
Mark Johnson
AP Human Geography Teacher
mjohson@sd308.org
630-636-2132

