Chapter 1:  Basic Concepts					Name:

Directions: Answer the following questions using the text, illustrations and sidebars within the textbook.

Key Issue 1:  How Do Geographers Describe Where Things Are? 
Rubenstein, pp. 2-13

MAPS 
1. Give two examples of early mapmaking and its (unusual?) materials for the maps.  
 (a) 

 (b) 

2. In what two ways are maps used? Explain.
(a)

(b)

3. Who was the first to use the term “geography.” 


4. Provide an example of developments in geography for each of the following: 

• Chinese 

• Muslims 

• Age of Discovery (16th Century) 

5. Define scale and its three types:
(a)

(b)

(c)  

6. What is the advantage of a map which shows only a small portion of the earth’s surface like a neighborhood? 


 Is this type of map a large or a small scale map?


7. What advantage does a map which shows the entire globe have? 


8. When geographers convert the round earth to a flat map, they use a projection. All projections have some distortion. List and describe the four things that typically become distorted in various projections. 
(a) 

(b)

(c)

(d)
9. Two important projections are the Mercator and the Robinson. Complete the table below to compare their advantages and disadvantages. 

	Projection 
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Robinson
	


	

	Mercator
	


	



10. Explain the difference between latitude and longitude.


11. Identify where you would find the Prime Meridian and its purpose and the Equator and its purpose.


12.  What happens when you cross the international dateline? What does it follow?


CONTEMPORARY TOOLS 

 13. GIS (Geographic Information System) is used how in terms of data?
 


14. Define remote sensing and explain how it is used.



15. Remotely sensed images consist of pixels. What is the smallest area on the surface of the earth that can be scanned as a single pixel? 



16. List several things that geographers can map using remotely sensed data. 



17. Complete the following regarding a Global Positioning System. 
(a) Elements/components… 



(b) Uses/implementation… 
1.

2.

3.

4.



Key Issue 2:  Why Is Each Point On Earth Unique? 
Rubenstein, pp. 14-19

PLACE: UNIQUE LOCATION OF A FEATURE 

1. Define toponym and provide an example of the toponym of a place you would most like to visit: 

2. Identify four ways in which places can receive names and provide an example of each.

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

3. Identify two reasons for which places sometimes change names 

a) 

b) 


4. Define site: 


5. List three site characteristics of Oswego:
a)

b)

c)

6. Complete the following sentence about site: 
Human actions can ______________ the characteristics of a site. 

7. Define situation: 



8. Explain the situation of Oswego High School:




9. What role do familiar places have understanding situation of unfamiliar places? 



REGIONS: AREAS OF UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS

10. A region is an _________ of __________ defined by one or more ______________________. 


11.  Formal Region:


12. One contemporary (current) approach to studying the cultural landscape is called the regional studies approach. What do geographers who adopt this view believe regarding regions? 
a


b

13.  1 sentence summary of Culture: What people care about.



14. 1 sentence summary of Culture: What people take care of.



15. Explain figure 1-21 what is each map depicting?



Key Issue 3:  WHY ARE DIFFERENT PLACES SIMILAR?
Rubenstein, pp. 20-29

SCALE: FROM LOCAL TO GLOBAL
1. Define globalization in terms of scale.  (Do not simply define globalization here)



2. Explain the impact that the global recession had on the Housing Market (Housing Bubble).



3. Globalization of the economy is led primarily by whom? How?



4.  In what ways is globalization of culture manifest in the landscape?



5. What role does English play in globalization?



6.  Make three notes about globalization that you see around you, the Oswego (Chicagoland) landscape.

a)

b)

c)


SPACE: DISTRIBUTION OF FEATURES

7. What is the most fundamental skill that geographers possess to understand the arrangements of objects across the Earth?



8. Using spatial thinking, identify and explain where you are currently, yes while you are completing this…right now.



9. What is the density of the United States?  You will need to look up its total area and total population to complete this.



10.  The way in which a feature is spread across space is known as concentration. What are the opposite ends of the spectrum of concentration?

a.

b. 


11. Using the baseball example on page 23 explain the difference between concentration and density.



12.  List three different types of pattern given in the text

a. 

b.

c.


13. Explain figure 1-30
	


CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PLACES
14. What is diffusion?



15. How does a cultural hearth emerge?



16. What are the two basic types of diffusion?



17. Why are the most common languages spoken in the Americas what they are?


18. Give an example of the following types of expansion diffusion (NOT from the book.)
a. Hierarchical

b. Contagious

c. Stimulus.


19.  Describe the phenomenon known as Distance Decay.



20.  Give a personal example of how Distance Decay relates to you now or will in the future.


21. Explain Space-Time Compression


22. What can slow the interaction among people?


23. What are the three core regions in which the global culture and economy are centered on?  


24. Why are these considered the core?  What do they have/are able to do?


25. Explain uneven development.

Key Issue 4:  WHY ARE SOME HUMAN ACTIONS NOT SUSTAINABLE?
Rubenstein, pp. 30-37

SUSTAINABILITY AND RESOURCES
1. Provide an example of a renewable resource and a nonrenewable resource.



2. What are the two main misuses or resources?
a. 

b. 


3. Provide two examples of sustainability.
a. 

b. 


4. Briefly explain the three pillars of sustainability set forth by the UN.
a. Environment: 


b. Economy:


c. Society:


5. According to the WWF when do they believe we surpassed sustainability levels and why?



6. Critics and defenders of sustainability agree about one thing, what is it?



7.  What types of environments do humans avoid?



8. Identify and describe the place (environment) that you would most like to live in.



9. How does climate influence human behavior?



10. What do topographical maps show?
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SUSTAINABILITY AND HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT RELATIONSHIPS

11. How do humans interact and to what extent with the following:

a. Lithosphere:


b. Hydrosphere:


c. Atmosphere:



12. Who developed the idea of environmental determinism – do you agree with the theory, why?



13. Explain how possibilism might be a better way to explain our existence on Earth and our progress.


14. Why did the Dutch initially create polders?


15. Explain how the Dutch modified their environment particularly the Zuider Zee.



16.  Explain how the US Army Corps of Engineers modified Lake Okeechobee, why they did it and the impact it had on the landscape.
