Development Assignment
Conceptualizing Development
…. I need to distinguish between two terms, economic growth and economic development. Writers and researchers often used these terms interchangeably. However, some researchers critique this practice, maintaining that we cannot substitute one for the other. Economic growth is one aspect of international development, and is defined as a measure of the value of the output of goods and services within a certain period. 

 In contrast, critics such as Asencio (1991 p 5) defines economic development as a multi-dimensional process that “depends on a number of attributes--such as a country’s human and material resources, social and physical infrastructure, skills, capital, political stability, governmental efficacy, and immigration and emigration.” Papendemetriou (1991) takes this concept of development somewhat further. In his opinion, true development requires structural economic changes as accompanied by social and political changes. He believes that society can only develop and diversify if these conditions occur. Researchers, however, usually focus on a single element such as the very narrow element of economic growth that they often interpret as labor migrant remittance. 
Economic development also implies an improvement in the quality of human life, which is much more than increasing per capita income. It also involves reducing poverty and augmenting individual economic prospects. Economists extend this concept of economic development further, broadening it to include better education, improved health and nutrition, conservation of natural resources, a cleaner environment, and a richer cultural life (Abler, 2002). The United Nations embraces this definition in the creation of the Human Development Index, now used to categorize countries into levels of development.
Yet, a clear-cut, satisfactory definition of the term still does not exist. One definition from The University of Indiana describes economic development as “the process of raising the level of prosperity and material living in a society through increasing the productivity and efficiency of its economy. In developing economies, increased industrialization and reduction in agricultural production characterizes economic development.”[footnoteRef:1] This definition however, emphasizes economic prosperity and wealth as the main vehicle of development and like other definitions, it skirts around providing a real definition. Todaro (1985, p. 85) defines economic development as follows:  [1: ] 


Development must, therefore, be conceived of as a multidimensional process involving major changes in social structures, popular attitudes, and national institutions, as well as the acceleration of economic growth, the reduction of inequality, and the eradication of absolute poverty. Development, in its essence, must represent the whole gamut of change by which an entire social system, tuned to the diverse basic needs and desires of individuals and social groups within that system, moves away from a condition of life widely perceived as unsatisfactory and toward a situation or condition of life regarded as materially and spiritually better.” 
Todaro wrote from a third world perspective and emphasized quality of life as a major indicator of economic development without dwelling on monetary wealth. He is careful not to exclude the necessity for economic growth and stresses the importance of an all round change in societal structures, institutions and attitudes. 










Part 1: 
1. Using the internet as your source, create two tables that show the top ten most developed nations and bottom ten least developed countries. Use Human Development Index dataset. 

2. Create 2 other tables / charts showing countries with highest & lowest Gross National Income. Use at least 10 countries. 

3. Create 2 other charts / tables or charts showing countries with highest & lowest using Per Capita GNP. Use at least 10 countries. 
* You should have a total of 6 tables (3 high and 3 low)
** All tables must have a title and a key. 
*** Tables or charts should include sources with years used

Part 2:
1. Color the countries on the three maps with Blue being countries with the highest ranked countries and Red with countries being the lowest ranked countries for each of the three categories. Make sure you label each map with the data you are using.
2. Draw a line dividing developed and developing regions. 

Part 3:
Reflection Questions:

Analyze and discuss these charts. 
A. Discuss the data in your research on measures of development. What do your findings have in common, how do they differ? 





B. Looking at the information on the three world maps that you colored in, are there any spatial patterns that these results created? Explain in detail.





C. Which of the indicators that you have researched best adheres to the stated definition of development used in your textbook & class handouts? What criticism could you offer for these indicators? Do they tell the true story? Explain. 






D. The author of your text book mentions Inequality Adjusted HDI (IHDI), a new measure of development- a variation of the HDI. Would Equality adjusted HDI or IHDI be a better measure of development? Explain
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