AP Human Geography 
Language Notes

Objective:  Analyze where languages are distributed worldwide and why other languages are related to English.

Language
· A __________________________________________________________________________ that is used for communication
· Language is an integral part of __________________________, reflecting and shaping it
· How?

· Language reflects where a culture has been what a culture values, even how people in a culture __________________________________________________________________________________
· It is a source of pride and a means of ________________________________________
· Language, however can also be a __________________________________________________

Language Tree
	Roots

	

	Trunk

	

	Branches

	

	Grouping of leaves off of one branch
	

	Leaves

	



Location of language families
	Indo-European

	

	Sino-Tibetan

	

	Austronesian

	

	Austro-Asiatic

	

	Afro-Asiatic

	

	Niger-Congo

	



You do not need to memorize the entire language tree.  Here is what is most important to know:
· 
· Lineage of English
· Lineage of Mandarin
· Lineage of Hindi
· West Germanic languages
· Romance languages
· Language family of Arabic
· Language family of languages spoken in Madagascar
· Language family of sub-Saharan Africa
· Language groups of Indo-Iranian branch
· Balto-Slavic branch
Lineage of English
	Language
	


	Language group
	

	Language branch
	

	Family
	


	Possible prehistoric superfamily
	



Lineage of Mandarin
	Language

	

	Language branch
	

	Language family
	

	Possible prehistoric superfamily
	



Lineage of Hindi
	Language
	


	Language group
	

	Language branch
	

	Family
	


	Possible prehistoric superfamily
	



West Germanic Languages
1)
2)
3)
4)

Diffusion of English
· Germanic tribes invaded British Isles (______________________________________________)
· Similarities exist between English and French because _____________________________ conquered England bringing French languages from Normandy
Romance Languages
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

All developed from Latin, the “Romans’ language”

Language family of Arabic
· Family:

· Branch:

Language family in Madagascar
· Family:

· Seafarers from islands of SE Asia crossed the Indian Ocean to Madagascar before Africans
· By the time Africans arrived, the language had been well established

Language family of sub-Saharan Africa
· Family:

· English is “official language of Nigeria
· Problems?


Language groups of Indo-Iranian Branch
1)
2)

Balto-Slavic Branch



	Nomadic Warrior Hypothesis
	Sedentary Farmer Hypothesis
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